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received a revelation that none except a man from his family shall
deliver a message from him. Now when we reached Mecca, Ewm
it was the Day of Sacrifice after the zuhr prayer, the Greater Pil-
grimage (al-Hajj al-Akbar)™, T stood up and spoke to the people
assembled: :

“ Lo! I am the messenger of the Messenger of God sent to you,”
and I read to them: Freedom from obligation (is proclaimed) from God
and His Messenger toward those of the idolaters with whom ye -made a
treaty. Travel freely in the land four months (9, 1-2), that is 20 days of
Dhi?'l-hijja, Muharram, Safar, the whole of Rabi', 1, and 10 days of
Rabi*, 1. And I said: No naked man or woman shall walk round
the (Sacred) House, nor a polytheist, whether male or female.
And, mind well, anyone who has a compact with the Prophet and
the Members of his House; the period for him is these four months.
And ‘Al said: The word al-udhun, the ear (Kor. 9, 61) is my name
in the Book of God. No one has knowledge of this except me.

32. And the people said: Give us more (of your attainments),
O Commander of the Faithful. ‘Ali said: I, ‘Abbas and ‘Uthman
b. Shayba were in the Sacred Shrine (at Mecca) ; and they boasted
about their pre-eminence above me, and ‘Uthmin said: The
Prophet entrusted me with the service of the Ka‘ba (saddna);
that is he gave me the keys of the Ka*ba. And ‘Abbas b. al-Mu{ta-
lib said: The Prophet gave me the right to offer water to the people
from the spring of Zamzam. And the two of them said: And he
gave you nothing, O ‘Ali! Then God revealed (the following <o.3.n,& :
Count ye the slaking of the pilgrim’s thirst and tendance of the Inviolable
Mosque (equal to the worth of ) him who believeth in God and the Last Day,
and striveth in the way of God? They are not equal in the sight of God.
God guideth not the wrong-doing folk. : . .

Those who belicve, and have left their homes, and striven with their
wealth and their lives in God’s way are of much greater worth in’ God’s
sight.  These are they who are triumphant.

Their Lord giveth them good tidings of mercy from Him, and acceplance,
and Gardens where enduring pleasure will be theirs.

There they will abide for ever. Lo! with God there is immense rtward
9, 19-22).

33. And they said: Give us more of it, O Prince of the Faithful.
*Ali said: Verily, when the Prophet rcturned from the Pilgrimage of

14When the Feast of Sacrifice falls on a Friday,
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Farewell towards Medina, he alighted at Ghadir Khumm, and the
trees were cut down (to enlarge the space) and the people assembled.
Then the Prophet took hold of my hand and lifted it high as if to
the skies, and said: Am I not (O people), the first among you?
They said: Yes (O Prophet). And the Prophet said: He for whom
I am Master, for him *Alf is Master (mawl/d). O God, be friendly
to him who is friendly to ‘Ali, and be inimical to him who is the
enemy of ‘Ali.

34. And from Imam al-Sadiq, that he said concerning the Koranic
verse: Is he (to be counted equal with them) who relieth on a clear proof
Srom his Lord, and a witness from Him reciteth it, ...(11, 17), that by the
words * who relieth on a clear proof from his Lord * is meant the
Prophet, and by ““ a witness who follows him in the Faith ", is meant
*All who succeeds the Prophet as Leader (Imam), after him, and
as Proof (hujja) to the later followers of the Prophet’s community.
35. And from the Prophet who said: ‘Ali is part of me, and I am
part of him, and he is the Plenipotentiary (wali) of every faithful
man or woman after me. This also is a widely prevalent report,
and it follows from the word of God: Is he who relicth on a clear proof
Jrom his Lord...(loc. cit) meaning thereby the Messenger of God.
And as to the words: ¢“ There follows a witness from him"', The Prophet
said: ‘Ali is part of me, and I am part of him. Therefore it stands
to reason that the witness who follows the Prophet, is a witness to
his community and a proof to them after his lifetime, and a leader
(Imam) to whom obedience is obligatory, and his Vicegerent (wagi)
after him, like the Vicegerent of Moses in his community.

And the words of the Prophet to ‘Ali “ You are to me as Aaron
was to Moses ” can only mean that ‘Ali was his Kkalifa in his
community, even as Moses said to Aaron: I have made my Khalifa in my
community (7, 142),

And the reports and proofs are (so numerous) that they are
beyond the scope of this book. If we were to exhaust all that
can be included on this score, it would require a separate tome by
itself, while we have made it a condition that we shall discuss the
traditions briefly to satisfy the possessors of intelligence. And God
is the One who directs towards the correct belief,




(IV) OF THE PLENIPOTENCY (WILAYA)!S OF THE IMAMS OF THE HOUSE
OF THE PROPHET, MAY GOD BLESS HIM AND ALL OF THEM

36. God says: O ye who belicve! Obey God, and obey the Messenger and
those of you who are in authority (4, 59). And it is correctly reported
from Imam al-Biqir that someone asked him about the above verse.
The Imam said: The real answer is to be found in the verse where
God says: Hast thou not seen unto whom a portion of the scripture hath been
given, how they belicve inidols and false deities, and how they say of those
(idolaters) who disbelieve: * These are more rightly guided than those
who believe?” (4, 51). He explained that these people speak of the
false leaders and of those who invite (others) to Hell-fire. These,
according to them, are guided better than the progeny of the Pro-.
phet. (God says:) Those are they whom God has cursed, and he whom
God hath cursed, thou (O Muhammad) wilt find for him no helper. Or,
have they even a share in the Sovereignty?>—That means the Imamate
and the Caliphate, said the Imam—Then in that case, they would
not give mankind even the speck of a date-stone (4, 51-52). We are the
people (said the Imam) whom God implies in this case.

And the word (in the Koran) nagir means the spot which you see
in the centre of the date-stone (4, 53). Or, are they jealous of mankind
becauss of that which God of His bounty hath bestowed upon them (4, 54)?
We are the people who are the target of jealousy for what God has
bestowed on us of the Imamate, as distinguished from all mankind.
For We bestowed upon the house of Abraham the Scripture and wisdom, and
We bestowed on them a mighty kingdom (4, 54). That is, We were
appointed messengers, and prophets, and imdms among them, till
His Word (the Koran)...plenteous Shade (4, 57). Then God said:
Lo! Gnd commandeth you that ye restore deposits to their owners, and if ye
Judge between mankind, that ye judge equitably. Lo! Comely is this which
God admonisheth you. Lo! God is ever Hearer, Seer (4, 58).

37. Then he (Imam al-Baqir) addressed this to us and meant that
the first of us should hand over the books, the knowledge and the
weapons to the one who follows'®. And when *“ you adjudge

¥Can be read both wildya and En;.!..

WDM, I, 65 (end); Wagipa of *Alt in Imaili Law of Wills (Bombay, 1933).

ara. 9, pp. 67-8; DM, II, para. 1297 (alif), 2nd printing, p. 348. See also W,
w-van_:sn. “ Das Tmamat in die frthen ismailitischen Lehre * , Islam, 37 (1961),

43-135.
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between the people, that you (/mdms) should judge equitably *
that is, whenever any matters arise before you for your decision,
then decide equitably.

Then God said to the people: O ye who believe! (That is) all the
Muslims till the Day of Judgement, Obey God, and obey the Messenger
and those of you who are in authority (4, 39). Imam al-Biqir said: God
refers to us in this place. And the questioner asked: (What about
the word of God), Your friend can only be God; and His Messenger and
those who believe, who establish worship, and pay the poor-due, and bow
down in prayer? (5, 55). The Imam said: It is we who are indicated
here. The questioner said: O ye who belicve, fear God and be with the
fruthful (9,119). Imam al-Bagirsaid: We are the truthful ones; and
we are indicated by this verse. The questioner asked concerning
the word of God: And say (unto them): Act! God, and His Messenger
and the believers will behold your actions (9, 105). The Imam said: By
this command, God refers to us. The questioner said: Thus we hace
appointed you a middle nation, that ye may be witnesses against mankind, and
that the Messenger may be @ witness against you (2, 143). The Imim
said: We are the “ middle nation’. We are the witnesses God
has sent to the people, and His proofs in His earth. The querist
said: (And what is the reference) in His Word concerning the family
of Abraham—and we bestowed on them a mighty kingdom (4, 54) ? The
Imam said: By the * the mighty kingdom ” is meant that God
creates among the people Imiams (leaders); he who obeys them,
obeys God; and he who disobeys them, disobeys God. This is the
true meaning of “ the mighty kingdom ”.  So, how can you accept
that which is laid down for the family of Abraham, and yet deny it
in regard to the descendants of Muhammad?

The questioner said: (And what do you say about this?): O ye -
who belicve! Bow down and prostrate yourselves, and worship your Lord,
and do good, that haply ye may prosper. And strive for God with the
endeavour which is His right...tll the end of the sara (22, 77-78).
The Imim said: Ooa refers to us (the Imims) v< this. We are
“ the chosen ones ”, chosen for the community of our father Abra-
ham; and God has named us * Muslims * from the earlier times, in
the (former) Books and in this Koran, in order that the Prophet
Agsaﬁsgm& may be a witness sent to you. Therefore, the Prophet
is a witness sent to us (Imims) for the message he conveyed to us
from God, and we are the witnesses sent to the people. Thus, he
who speaks the truth on the Day of Judgement, him we shall declare
to be truthful and whoever speaks falsehood, him we shall declare
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to be false. The questioner said: (And how would you explain):
But it is clear revelations in the hearts of those who have been given know-
ledge...? Anw 49). The Imam replied: We it is who are
referred to in this verse; we are the people who have been given
knowledge.

The questioner said: And what about His word—Say: God, and
whosoever hath true knowledge, is sufficient as a witness between me and you?
(13, 43). The Imim said: God meant us; and ‘Alf is the first, the
most excellent and the best among us, after the wnovron And the
following verses, asked the questioner: And lo! it is in truth a reminder,

Sfor thee and for thy folk; and ye will be questioned (43, 44). The Imam

said: He refers to us; we are the People of the Reminder (dhikr),
and we will be those who will be answerable!?. And the questioner

. said:—What about—Thou art a warner only, and for every folk (there
« shall be) a guide (13, 7)? The Imam replied: The “ Warner * is the
" Messenger of God; and in every age there is an Imam from amongst

S us to guide the community towards the message sent by God to His

Messenger.

38. Thus the First of the Guides after the Prophet is ‘Alf b. Ab?
Tilib, the blessings of God upon him, and then the Vicegerents
(awsiyd’) after him, onc following the other, on them all be saluta-

tions and peace, the most excellent. :
"~ The questioner asked about: And none knoweth its true meaning except
v God, and those who are possessed of sound knowledge (3,7). The Imim
(al-Baqir) said: The Messenger of God is the most excellent among
the possessors of sound knowledge. God had instructed him regard-
ing all that He revealed to him of the Koran and its true meaning
(ta’wil), and nothing had been revealed to him, the true meaning
whereof he did not know. Then, the Vicegerents who came after
him were the possessors of knowledge who know its true meaning
in its totality. And then the questioner asked concerning: Then
we gave ths Scripture as inheritance unto those whom we elected of our bond-
But of them are some who wrong themselves and of them are some who

are lukewarm, and of them are some who outstrip (others) through good deeds,

by God’s leave. That is the great favour (35, 32). The Imam said:
We are the persons referred to here. The first among us is the Imam.
The *lukewarm” (mugtagid) are those who know the right of the
Imim. And the wrongdoers are those who, knowing the Imams,
are the doubters, who have avoided us.

Yilsmaili Law of Wills, 74-5; DM, 11, para. 1297, p. 353.
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39. The commonalty assert that in this verse God by the words
* Then We gave the Scripture as inheritance unto those whom we
elected of our bondmen *’, refers to all the Muslims in general. If
what they assert be true, then all Muslims would be * the chosen
ones ” and all of them would be in Heaven, as God says: Gardens
of Eden which they enter (13, 23; 16, 31; 35, 33). And they said
the same with regard to the true explanation of the verse concerning
gl@'l-amr (4, 59) in two ways, Some of them said that the words
refer to the officers commanding a regiment (sariyya). The others
affirmed that the words meant the learned ones, nm_qua of giving

Jatwds. Both of these opinions will be _.o..:a to be unsound on

examination.

As for the opinion of those who assert that nro @ld'l-amr are the
army officers, the doctrine establishes the superiority of these
officers over the Imiams, who do not belong to the armed forces,
and thus (God) lays down that the Imidms should obey the army =
officers! And according to persons holding such an opinion, it i3
obligatory that all the faithful ones should obey the army officers,
because the word of God the Mighty and Glorious—* O ye who
believe ”’ comprises all the faithful ones. It is impossible to exclude
any mu’'min from this rule, except by clear proof from the Book or
an explanation from the Messenger, who was commanded to ex-
pound (God’s word). Now the commonalty will not discover any
such rule, for, except the members of the army, the Muslims in
general are not obliged to obey the army officers.

And as for the others who say that it is the learned ones that are
meant, they refer to the ‘ulgmd’ among the commonalty, and allof
them differ from one another, and obedience to some of them may
involve disobedi oﬁr\o\&aﬂ hers. ITa believer follows one, he dis-
Gbeys the other.  Now God moa not order obedience to authorities
who differ among themselves. The follower does not know whom to
follow. This, then, is a doctrine the unsoundness whereof is absolute-
ly patent. The doctrine is so clearly unsound as to exclude (thé
need for) a refutation of him who propounds it.

The term ali’l-amr is most appropriate for the Imams, for autho-

" rity is wholly and completely vested in them; they are the

Plenipotentiaries (wuldt) of God. This is clear to him who thinks
carefully. God does not place obedience to Himself and His.
Prophet on the same level as that which is due to those to whom
obedience is not due in all matters. And in such matters, God
enforces His own and His Messenger’s ordinances in His earth. All
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creatures are commanded to hear and to obey their (Imams’)
commands. Therefore the doctrine of the commonalty that they
should obey the rules laid down by the army officers or by the
learned ones, is refuted by the doctrine stated by us. For, the army
officers are themselves ordained to obey the Imams, and they, the
Imims have, by their own commands, appointed the officers to
exercise authority (in their own proper sphere). The officers’
appointment is itself the reason for their obedience to the com-
mands of those who are higher than they in authority. And as for
the .ovmio.s of those who say: (Verily), they (#l@'{-amr) are the learned
ones, the Imams are in reality the highest among the learned
people. The status of the Imams is higher than that of the ‘ulama’
in true knowledge, and they are superior to them in learning.

40. And from Imam al-$adiq, that Hasan b. $ilih b. Hayy, and
his brother ‘Ali, asked him concerning the meaning of ala'l-amr
in the Koranic verse: *“ O ye who believe! obey God, and the Messenger,
and those of you who are in authority (4, 59), and who they were? And
the Imam said: The ‘ulamd’. When the brothers departed, ‘Alf
said to his brother: We have come to nothing, as we did not ask him
who these ‘ulamd’ were? So, they returned and asked him, and the
Imim replied: They are the Imams of the House of the Prophet.

And from Imam al-Bagqir that as respects the word of God : Whereas
if they had referred it to the Messenger or such of them as are in .EQS:.Q..
those among them who are able to think out the matter would have known it
(4, 83), he said that they are the Imams of the House of the Prophet.
God has endowed them with true knowledge by which they eluci-
date it. Thereafter God prescribed obedience to the Imams and
said: O ye who believe! Obey God, and the Messenger, and those of your who
are in authority (4, 59). .

41. And from Imim al-$idiq that he heard a man, who was

- circumambulating in the Ka'ba, saying: O God, make me one of

those who when they are reminded of the revelations of their Lord, fall not deaf”
and blind thereat (25, 73). O God, include me among—those who
say: Our Lord! Vouchsafe us comfort of our wives and our offspring, and
make us patterns (imaman) for all those who ward off evil (25, 74).

And said the Tmam: You have asked your Lord for a thing

exceeding all bounds! You have demanded from Him to appoint
you the Leader (imdm) of the pious to whom obedience is obligatory.
Some of his companions said: May we be thy ransom (O Imam), to

- ——— e e
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whom does the first verse refer? The Imam said: It was revealed

for you. And they asked: And the second? The Imim said:
For us. .

42. And from Imam al-§adiq that, concerning the word of God, the
Mighty and Glorious: O ye believers! Obey God, and the Messenger, and
those in authority among you (4, 59), he affirmed: The verses referred
to the Imam from amongst us (the family of the Prophet) and obedi-
ence to them was obligatory. .

43. And it is also reported from him, on whom be peace, that he
was questioned about the saying of the ».u_,o_uwn: He who dies
without knowing, the living Imam (of his time), dies the death
of an unbeliever. They said: Do you mean the Imim from the
family of Muhammad or of some one else? The Imim said:
(The reference here is to) him who disowns the right of the Imamate
altogether, whether he is a member of the Prophat’s family or not.
(It is he who dies the death of an unbeliever).

44. Imim al-$adiq was asked about the Word of God the Mighty
and Glorious: Lo/ therein verily are portents for those who read the signs
(15,75). Hesaid: They are the Imams who perceive by the Light
of God; hence, fear theintuitive perception of the Imams concerning
your affairs. - .

45. And from the Prophet that he said to ‘All: O ‘All, you and the .
Vicegerents descended from you constitute the elevated places (a‘rdf)
of God between Heaven and Hell. No one shall enter them unless
he recognizes (all of) you and you recognize him; and no one shall
enter the fire unless he denies you and you deny him. This is the
real explanation, manifest and correct, excluding every other. Its
meaning is not as the commonalty interpret it, namely that the

_people who enter the elevated places (a'rdf) are those who, by their

unworthy actions, fail to enter Paradise. Nor are (their actions
s0 evil) as to consign them to the fire, thus, they are midway between
Heaven and Hell. God has created only two abodes in the Here-
after—the abode of Reward and the abode of Retribution, the
Garden and the Fire. And these two are stations; the residents of
Heaven enter it according to their rank based on righteous actions;
and the inhabitants of Hell enter it, duly graded according to their
evil deeds, Now he who does not deserve the retribution of God
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(Hell), enters His Mercy. How therefore can the residents of the
Elevated Place be in the same position as the commonalty say?

That is, they are standing between Heaven and Hell, being pre-

vented from entering Paradise and being deprived of the Mercy
of God. God has described the greatness of their position in His
Book. They are those who will be recognized by the people at large
by their marks (simd’), they will stop the people of Hell one by one
on account of their sins and upbraid them and tell them: IWhat did
your multitude and that in which ye took your pride avail you? Are then
they of whom ye swore that God would not show them mercy? (7, 48-49).
(The commonalty) interpret this to signify a group of the resi-
dents of Heaven, and they announce to the people residing in
Paradise saying : Peace be on you, enter Paradise. And no fear shall
come upon you, nor shall you grieve. And the people will cry out to
them secking their help and desiring their intercession, as God the
Mighty and Glorious has stated about them in His Book, and point-
ed out the greatness of their status and worth, and that they were
the witnesses and proofs of God to the people. Now the people of
the Elevated Place (a‘rdf) are honoured personages, of exalted sta-
tion in the eyes of God. .

The word ‘urf signifies the higher part of a thing, as you say
*urf ad-dayk (the comb of a cock), or al-faras (the mane of a horse),
and the plural is a'rdf, that is, * heights ”” or “ battlements”. And
some Arab philologists have said that in the Arabic language the
word a'rdf signifies every “exalted (or high) thing”. And it is said
of heaps of sand that they are a'rdf; and, similarly, some of the
commentators of the Koran among the commonalty say, concerning
the Word of God: And the dwellers on the Heights call unto (men)...
(7, 48), that they were on sand-hills between Heaven and Hell.
And others hold that they were on a high battlement between the
Garden and the Fire, and they say that it was so named by reason
of its height. Thus the people thirsted for the truth, and were
perplexed by the views of those who had knowledge but were un-
believers, and were ignorant and defective (in understanding).

' May God save us from perplexity, misdirection, denial of truth,
and ignorance.

In the same way, there is unsoundness in most of the interpreta-
tions of the Book of God, among the commonalty, and this is only
because it is based on their own opinions and predilections. May
God keep us safe from the doctrine of (interpreting) the Book of
God by our individual opinion, and following predilection in
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matters where it contradicts the truth as laid downby God. And
withal, it is possible to have persons who have been denied m.wnwm_.mo.
as ﬁ.ro commonalty assert. This is with reference to ::.8::&:3..”
in interpreting (Holy Writ) and does not require ‘any formal
rebuttal.  And accordingly the major part of their interpretation is
corrupt, as it is founded on their own opinions. May God protect
us from the doctrine of (interpretation by) opinion in regard to the
Book, and things ordained by God as lawful and as unlawful.

46. And it is correctly reported to us from the Prophet who said:
1 have been commanded to obey God, my Lord; and the Iinims om.
my House have been commanded to obey God and to obey me.
And all other persons, except the Imams, are commanded to obey
God, and me (Prophet), and the Imams of my House; he who fol-
lows them will be saved; and he who forsakes them will perish

And no one but a mdrig (heretic)!® forsakes them. )
47. ' And from Imam al-$adiq, He was asked : who are they that are
referred to in the Koranic verse: ...whereas if they had referred it to the
Messenger and those in authority among them (4, 83), he said: We are
the possessors of authority, and God has ordered that (all) matters
should be referred to us.

And from the same Imam it is authentically reported that a man
came to him and said: May I be sacrificed for thee! Some people
amongst us are of opinion that Jewish scholars are indicated in the
following Koranic verse: Ask the followers of the Reminder if ye know
not! (16, 43). And the Imam smiled and said: Surely, by God, in
that case tlie Jewish scholars must be inviting them to their own
religion! On the contrary, I swear by God, it is we who are the
ahl al-dhikr (The People of the Reminder), to whom all questions
must be referred by the command of God.

.7, 48, And from Imim al-Sadiq that in regard to the saying of the
» Prophet: He who dies without knowing the Imam of his time, dies

the death of an unbeliever, he (immediately corrected the report,
and) said: a living Imam (imdman hayyan). And the people said:
We did not hear the word hayyan (living). And the Imim said:

~ I'swear by God that he has said so (that is, the Prophet himself said
accordingly).

MGenerally “heretic”, a term usually applied to the Khieiji jma*
Bikar al-Anwar, I11 (Lucknow, 1319), 293 y wxaa%, ol-Bakraym. 5. ;. <~wﬁ. Maime
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49. And with reference to the verse of the Koran, On the day when
we shall summon all men with their imam (17, 71), Imam al-Sadiq said:
(That means) the one whom they hold as leader (Imdm) in the
world, that is, ‘Ali. “Ali, on whom be peace, will be summoned for
the period in which he lived; and then Hasan; and then Husayn
and then he enumerated all the Imams, and said: One who dies
without knowing the (living) Imam of his time, dies the death of
an unbeliever. .

50. And from Imim al-Baqir that 2 man said to him: O son of the
Messenger of God, the Quraysh are greatly agitated that (they have
to recognize) you as their master. The Imam said: The people may
be divided into three kinds, (i) we invited a group of persons to-
wards God and they accepted us; and so, the grace of God, and the
Prophet’s and our grace is on them; (ii) and there is a group whom
we fought; and (iii) there is a group whom God and his Messenger
favoured in the year of victory, Badr, and so the grace of God and
the Prophet is on them because of us. So let the person who speaks
adhere to any one of the groups that he wishes.

51. And it is correctly reported from Abi Dharr al-Ghifari,!® may
God have mercy on him, that once at the Pilgrimage, a year after
the Prophet’s death, he saw the people gathering for the circumam-
bulation, and he stood at the gate of the Ka‘ba and caught the round
ring of the gate and called out to the people three times, and the
people gathered together and stopped and listened. He said: He
who knows me, knows me; and he who does not, (let him know that)

I am Aba Dharr al-Ghifari. I am relating to you what fell from the
lips of the Prophet. When he was about to die, I heard him saying: I
leave behind me two substantial things among you—the Book of God :
and my family, the People of my House. Verily they shall never be
separated Gl the twain return to the Pond (kawthar) in this manner
—and the Prophet put together the two index fingers of his two
hands thus, equalizing them in all respects—and not like this—and
he showed the middle finger of the right hand, and the first finger
of the same hand because, said the Prophet, the one is longer than
the other. Now beware! their like is the like of Noah’s ark. He
who boarded it was saved; and he who forsook it was drowned.

Traditionist, Ency. of Islam, 1, 82, Repeatedly referred to in al-Urjazat al-
Mukhtdra, ed. Poonawala (Montreal, 1970), see index. This work is briefly referred
to as Urjaza.
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32, And from “All that he was questioned about the identity of the
People of the Reminder (ah! al-dhikr)?, and he said: We are the
People of the Reminder. The same question was asked to Imam
al-Baqir, and he replied in an identical manner.

And the chronicles concerning this matter (are so numerous) that
they are beyond the scope of this book. Whatever has been related

vv.:umuu:mmomo:amo_.90@0&8832. ==aoaﬁn&:m.»:mlmrn
guidance. . :

% lsmaili Law of Wills, 42, 75.



(V) OF THE OBLIGATION TO SEND SALUTATIONS TO MUHAMMAD AND

HIS PROGENY, AND THEY ARE THE PEOPLE OF THE HOUSEHOLD, AND

THE TRANSFER OF THE IMAMATE AMONG.THEM, AND THE CLARIFI-
CATION THAT THEY ARE THE UMMA OF MUHAMMAD

53. The Mighty and Glorious God has said: Lo/ God and His
angels shower blessings on the Prophet. O ye who believe! Ask blessings on
him and salute him with a worthy salutation (33, 56).

And it is related to us correctly from the Prophet that when this
verse was revealed, some of his.companions asked him about it and
said: O Messenger of God, we know how to greet you; but how are
we to blessyou? And the Prophet said: You should say—*“ O God,
bless the Prophet and his progeny, even as you had blest Abraham
and his Progeny. Verily! You (O God) are worthy of praise, full of
majesty . In this way the Prophet clarified to them how to send
blessings, made obligatory by God, on himself and that the blessings
are for him and for his progeny. He did this in the same manner
as he taught and explained to them all the other obligatory acts,
which were revealed to him in the Koran briefly, such as Prayer,
Poor-Tax, Fasting, Pilgrimage, Plenipotency (wildya) and Holy
War. All of these were revealed in the Koran with a brief mention,
such as the account of blessings on the Prophet, but it was the
Prophet who explained them fully.

54. The commonalty have related this tradition even as we have
done. As it was not possible for them to repudiate it by subterfuge,
they asserted that *“ all the Muslims belong to the family (al) of
Muhammad ”. (This was done) in order to exclude the Prophet’s
mw::.E from the pre-eminence which God had especially bestowed
on them, and about which the Book speaks eloquently, and the
Prophet upheld it by expounding it. And God established it by
proofs of their leadership and the necessity to obey them when he
equated the Imidms in this respect with the Messenger of God.
And this is a great sin on the part of the commonalty, the mischief
whereof is clear to those who possess right thinking and fair minds.
Their falsehood is so patent as to preclude the necessity of refutation
by reasoning.

55. And from Imim al-§adiq that a man questioned him as follows:

§55 - IMAMATE 35

O son of the Prophet, give me information about the Family (a!) of
Muhammad, who precisely are they? The man said: The
commonalty assert verily that all the Muslims (taken together)
are the children of Muhammad! The Imam smiled and said:
They have lied, and they have told the truth! The questioner said:
O son of the Prophet! what is it that you mean when you say:
They have lied, and they have spoken the truth? The Imim
said: they lied, in a certain sense; and they spoke the truth, in
another sense. They lied in the sense that they hold that all Mus-
lims who believe in the unity of God and in the Prophet are the
children of God, although they possess shortcomings in faith and
commit excesses as well. And they have the truth because some of
them belong to the progeny of the Prophet, although they are not
related to them by blood. That is because they fulfil the conditions
laid down in the Koran; and not because they are of the family of
the Prophet, whom God has removed from impurity and cleansed
with a thorough cleaning (33, 33). Thus he who upholds the
regulations of the Koran and is a follower of the progeny of Muham-
mad belongs (in a certain sense) to the house of the Prophet by
reason of the acceptance of their authority, although he is far re-
moved from direct kinship with the Prophet’s family.

The querist said: Inform me (O Imam), may I be sacrificed for
thee, what these conditions are, conditions by which he who defends
and upholds them, becomes, in this sense, part of the Prophet’s
progeny? And the Imam said: Following the regulations of the
Koran and rendering obedience to the Family of Muhammad, the
blessings of God be on them. Now he who befriends them and gives
them precedence among all, even as God has done, he indeed is of
the Family of the Prophet in this sense. And that is how God has
ruled: He among you who taketh them for friends is one of them (5, 51).
And God said, repeating the words of Abraham: But whoso followeth
me, he verily is of me. And whoso disobeyeth me—still Thou art Forgiving,
Merciful (14, 36). And He said, concerning the Jews: (The same
are) those who, say: Lo! God hath charged us that we believe not in any
messenger until he bring us an offering whick fire shall devour (3, 183).
And God said to His Prophet: Say (unto them, O Muhammad):
Messengers came unto you before me with clear proofs, and with that (very
proof ) which ye described: why then did ye slay them? (answer that) if ye
are truthful (loc. cit.). And God said in another place: Say (unto
them, O Muhammad) : Why then slew ye the prophets of God aforetime, if
o are (indeed) believers? (2,91). And this was revealed only with
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regard to the Jews who had made a treaty with the Messenger of’
God. Now they did not kill the Prophets with their own hands,
nor were they living in those times; but their ancestors murdered
them and they (the contemporaries of Muhammad) approved of
their action, and were well inclined to them on this account, so
God increased (their responsibility) for this their action, and
considered the contemporaries of Muhammad as belonging to the
same group as their predecessors.

56. The questionersaid: May God sacrifice me for thee (O Imam)!
Give me a proof from the Book of God to establish the dictum that
the ‘* progeny " of Muhammad are specifically the Members of his
. House, as distinguished from others. The Imam said: Very well.
God, and He is the most truthful of speakers, said: Lo/ God

preferred Adain and Noak and the family of Abraham and the family of

*Imrdn above all his creatures (3, 33).  And then he clarified who the
. people were that were thus chosen, and said: They were descendants
one of another; and God is Hearer, Knower (3, 34). And it is impossible

to be of the progeny of a people except through direct descent and. -

God said: Give thanks, O family of David! (34, 13); and He said:
And a believing man of Pharaok’s family, who hid his faith, said: Would
ye kill @ man because he said: My Lord is God (40, 28) and he was,
indeed, the paternal uncle’s son of Pharaoh. And God had in
fact made this believer one of the blood relation of Pharach, and
still he was an opponent of Pharaoh in allegiance and faith.

And if all ‘those who believed in Muhammad were of the family of
Mubammad, even those whom God described as being opposed
to Pharaoh in his faith, would have been born outside his family.
Thus, in this there is a reason for saying that the family of a person
are the persons who belong to his House. And he who follows the
family of Mubammad is within the circle and comes within the
meaning of the saying of Abraham: But whoso followeth me, he verily
is of me. And whoso disobeyeth me—still thou art Forgiving, Merciful
(14, 36). And God the Mighty and Glorious said: Gause Pharaok’s
Jolk to enter the most awful doom (40, 46). That is to say, the members
of his House, in particular, and their followers, in general. And he
who entered the Fire, without belonging to the house of Pharaoh,
verily enters it by his friendliness towards the house of Pharaoh, and
he is to be considered even as one of them, by his obedience to them:
For the family of Pharaoh were their leaders and he who befriends
them is their follower. And God said: Peace be unto the family (al)
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of Yasin (37, 130).2 Now, Z4sin is Muhammad and 4l ydsin
are the people of his House. For God says: Give thanks, O family of
David!  Few of My bondmen are thankful (34, 13).  The Mighty and
Glorious says:...and, a remnant of that which the house of Moses and
dhe house of Aaron left behind, the angels bearing it (2,248); for,
it is possible to belong to the family of Moses, or of Aaron, or of
David, or of Muhammad (4! ¥dsin), without the bond of blood kin-
ship, provided there is obedience. Thus the Members of the
houses of the prophets are the Leaders (a’tmma) ; he who befriends
them and follows them, is also to be counted among them on this

interpretation, and on the grounds specified by God, glory be to
Him.

37. Then Imam al-§adiq said to the questioner: Know that none

among the earlier communities in times gone by, nor among people

that are no more, nor have we heard tell of any folk, that any of
them were greater in wrong-doing than this community, For, verily,

they assert that there is nothing to distinguish them from the
Members of the House of their Prophet, and that the Akl Bayt are

not more excellent than the commonalty. Now he who makes such

an assertion is surely a greater impostor in the eyes of God, and is

guilty of a grave slander and a manifest crime. By this affirmation

he is quit of Muhammad or the family of Mubammad until he

repents, and returns to the truc faith by acknowledging the

excellence of those on whom it has been bestowed by the Glorious

and Mighty God among the Members of the House of prophecy,

the abode of mercy, the mine of knowledge, the people of the

Reminder, the coevals of angels. Now he who asserts that even

by these attributes thére is no excellence in them is entirely

repudiated by the Akl Bayt in this world and the hereafter.

58. Then said the Imim (al-Sadiq):. There is another point
concerning the doctrine of consensus. The man said: and what
is that? The Imam continued: Are not matters upon which there
is unanimity among the Muslims nearer the truth and more eagerly
to be accepted than those on which there is a divergence of opinion ?
And the man agreed and the Imam said: Tell me about those
Muslims who falsely claim to be the descendants of the Prophet.
Do they not admit that the members of the House of the Prophet
are partners in (the heritage) claimed by them and that they to-
gether comprise the Family (al) of Muhammad? The man said:

"Reading al Yasin for il-Yastn. A Fatimid variant of the tevius receplus.
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Yes. The Imim said: Do you not see that the claimants to the
status of the family of Muhammad themselves admit that the
close relatives of the' Prophet are, indeed, the members of his
House. But the family of the Prophet deny this right to the
generality of the people. .

Now this is obviously a false claim to be rejected unless it is
proved by one of two alternatives. First, either that by consensus
or the general admission of the people, they are designated as the
Members of the House of the Prophet. This would be a confirm-
ation of their own claims, just as the Members of the Family of the
Prophet claim to be and are witnesses for themselves. Or, in the
alternative, there may be clear proof by others who testify against
them and demonstrate that there is no substance in their claim
and that they are clearly in the wrong.

Do you not see that from this it follows that the right of the
Members of the House of the Prophet is proved to the hilt, and what
the claimants assert is false, since the difference between the common
people and the right of the family of Mubammad cannot be re-
conciled for these two reasons? And thus the claim of the claimants
is false for the reasons we have mentioned: (first) by proof, and
" (secondly) because of the consensus which we have clearly explained.

59. The questioner then said: Inform me, may God sacrifice me
for thee (O Imam), about the umma (community) of Muhammad.
Are they the Members of His House? The Imim said: Yes!
The man said: But, is it not that the Muslims in general and those
who believe in Muhammad, confirming his claims, comprise
his umma?

The Imam said: This proposition is exactly like the first, concern-
ing the 4l (family) of Muhammad. Not all the Muslims, who do
not belong to the House of the Prophet of the tribe of Bani Hashim,
can be declared to be the umma of the Prophet. And the people at
large, inhabitants of the four corners of the globe, whether they
are Arabs or non-Arabs, men as well as genii, those who believe m.:
God and His Prophet, and declare him to be the true prophet and
obey him by their allegiance (tawalld) for which (the Prophet) was
sent, they are of the umma (comnmunity) of Muhammad, by their
adherence to this community. Similarly he is to be counted among
the Muslim who declares the unity of God and who believes in
the Prophet. He indeed is of the community (umma) to 2:2.5
Mubammad was sent. And he who denies the excellence of | this
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community is among those who—belicve in some and disbelieve in
others, and seek to choose a way in between (4, 150). And they are the
people who, when they are asked: Do you believe in God and
His Messenger>—Say: Yes. And when they are told: Do you
then admit the excellence of the family (al) of Muhammad in
whom you believe, and whom you declare to be truthful ?—They
say: No, because they have no pre-eminence among us!

The man asked: And what is the proof that the umma of Mubam-
mad are the Members of the House of Muhammad as distinguished
from others? The Imam said: The word of God, and He is the
most veracious of those that speak : And when Abraham and Ishmael were
raising the foundations of the House, (Abraham prayed) : Our Lord! Accept
Jrom us (this duty). Lo! Thou, only Thou art the Hearer, the Knower.

Our Lord! and make us submissive unto Thee and of our Seed, a
nation submissive unto Thee, and show us our ways of worship, and relent
toward us. Lo! *Thou, only Thou, art the Relenting, the Merciful *(2,
127-28). God then heard the call of Abraham and Ishmael,
Pecace be on them both, to make their seed a community of believers,

- and to send them a Messenger from among them (see 2, 129),

that is, from this community (umma), a messenger to recite to them
His signs, and purify them, and teach them the scripture and the
wisdom. Abraham thus coupled his first mission to his community,
wherein he asked for favours for his progeny, with another whereby
he prayed for their purification from associating others with God
and from the worship of idols. By this means he desired to put

. their affairs right, so that they might not follow any group except

the community. And Abraham said::..and preserve me and my
sons from serving idols (14, 35). That is, those to whom I carried
your (God’s) mission. And You (God) have promised me that
You will make them Leaders (a’imma) and a believing community;
and that You will send them a Messenger from amongst them, and
You will preserve them from the worship of idols. My Lord! Lo/
They have led many of mankind astray.  But whoso followeth me, he is
verily of me. And whoso disobeyeth me—still Thou art Forgiving, Merciful
(14, 36). Now this is an argument to show that there can be no
Leaders, ora believing community, to whom was sent Muhammad,
other than the progeny of Abraham and Ishmacl, peace be on them
both, who have their dwelling in the Ka'ba and who never worship-
ped anyone except God, on account-of God’s word: and preserve me
and my sons from serving idols (14, 35). And the proof regarding their
dwelling places and countries is the saying of Abraham: Q Lord!
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Lo! I have settled some of my posterity in an uncultivable valley near unto
Thy Holy House, our Lord! that they may establish proper worship; so
incline the hearts of some men that they yearn toward them, and provide Thou
them with fruits in.order that they may be thankful (14,37). But Abraham
did not say that they should worship idols.

60. This Koranic verse, therefore, proves that the leaders (a’imma)
and the believing community to whom Abraham preached belong

- to his own progeny. They never worshipped any being save God.

Then Abraham said: Incline the hearts of some of these (community)

toward them (his family) (14, 37) and thus the prayer of Abraham.is -

expressly directed towards the Leaders (a’imma) and the progeny
who spring from his loins. Abraham invited them to his “ group ™
(shi“a), as he invited the generality of them. Therefore the “ In-
heritors "’ (ashdb) of the Call of Abraham and Ishmael, on whom
be peace, are surely, the Messenger of God, and ‘Al, Hasan and
Husayn, and the Imams, the blessings of God on them. Now he
who bears allegiance to the sons of Abraham and Ishmael is among
the People of their joint Mission, because, every one of the progeny
of Ishmael worshipped idols except the Messenger of God, ‘Alj,
Fitima, Hasan and Husayn. And the mission of Abraham was
restricted to them.

61. (Imdm al-§idiq said:) And the tradition recorded from the
Prophet says: I (Muhammad) am the Mission (da‘wa) of my father,
Abraham, and he who adheres to this community, described by
God in His Book as bearing true allegiance, belongs to the Com-
munity (ummag). And he who opposes the community, by not
accepting its preeminence, belongs to the people to whom Muham-
mad was sent, but they did not accept (him). And God says in
another part of the Book about the community for whom the
Mission of Abraham and Ishmael was ordained: And there may
spring from you a nation who invite to goodness, and enjoin right conduct
and forbid indecency. Such are they who are successful (3, 104). This

verse declares that sinful Muslims are unbelievers.  For, those who'

do not invite (people) towards righteousness, or command what
is approved, and prohibit what is disapproved, are not members
of the community (umma) deseribed by God. It is they who allege
that all the Muslims belong to the community of Muhammad.
And you sec that God in this verse defines the community of
Muhammad as being distinguished for inviting people to righteous-
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ness, commanding what is approved and prohibiting what is dis-
approved. Now he who does not possess the qualities laid down
by God for the community (umma), how can he be counted as one
of them? Suchaman (in reality) is the exact contrary of what God
has o&wm:nm for the community, and He has distinguished the
community by the possession of certain qualities,

62. And God says in another place, referring to the community:
Thus we have appointed a middle nation (ummatan wasatan, meaning a
“just nation ) that ye bear witness against mankind, and that the
Messenger may be a witness against Jou (2, 143). And do you think
that God implies by this verse all of those among the believers in
the unity of God who turn to ‘the Qibla (in prayer)? . (In that
case) do you believe that one whose evidence is not acceptable in
this world even for of a sack of dates, can be a witness whom God
recognizes to testify against all mankind on the Day of Judgement ?
And also that God accepts the testimony of such individuals against
people who lived in former ages?

Certainly not (continued the Imam)! God never lays down any
such conditions for His people. For, God has in another place said,
referring to the community that had accepted the call of Abraham:
Ye are the best community that hath been raised Jor mankind (3, 110).

Now if God means that the whole body of Muslims are * the
best of communities that had been raised among men ”’, mankind
as a whole would not know for certain which, among the Muslims,
were the ones indicated. Certainly not! God never intended to
mean the riff-raff among mankind. On the other hand, He
designated clearly the * community ” to which Muhammad was
sent (and which accepted his message). ’

63. The questioner said: But this would imply, surely, that there
was no one with Him except *Ali! Imam al-§adiq said: Verily with
‘Alf are Fitima and Hasan and Husayn. It was said of them that
God has removed them from uncleanness and cleansed them with a.
thorough cleansing (33, 33). And * the People of the Mantle »,
it is they that the Book declares to be cleansed. (At that time)
it was solely the Messenger of God who was designated ““ the umma
since God declares: Lo/ Abrakam was a nation obedient to God, by
nature upright (16, 120). Thus was Abraham alone an umma,
and God associated Ishmael and Isaac with him in his old age, and
endowed their seed with prophecy and the Book. And similarly

Pt




42 BOOK OF FAITH §§63-64

the umma consisted solely of Muhammad, and God associated ..>_m
and Fatima with him; and added Hasan and Husayn to him,
Just as 'He associated Ishmacl and Isaac with Abraham. God
bestowed the Imamate which is in succession to the Prophethood
to Mubammad’s progeny, namely, to the seed of Husayn, the son
of “Al even as God had done earlier by restricting the Prophethood
to the seed of Isaac, and sealed it within the seed of Ishmael. m::m.
larly, the Imamate was with Hasan, son of *Alf, on account of E.m
priority in time; and God says in this context: And the .\3.382 in
the race are the foremost. They are those who skall be brought nigh (56,
-11).

_c.H.r..vs Hasan is antecedent to Husayn; but thereafter God trans-
ferred the Imamate to the descendants of Husayn, just as He had
transferred the Prophethood from the progeny of Isaac to ﬁ.:o
descendants of Ishmael. The people testified to their exclusive
rights by consensus, and the Imamate continues (for ever) among
them. And no unanimity was ever so universal as in the case of
the Members of the House of the Prophet.

64. And if the questioner asked for the reason why God transferred
the Imamate from the seed of Hasan to the progeny of ﬂ:mpfr, we
(Imams) would say: The Book transferred it. And if he asked:
How? Verily, the Imamate can only subsist by minnnan.:nn and
purification from destructive sins which lead to the m.:o., and
by demonstrable knowledge. To him the reply is: The Imamate
(continues to exist) by the concurrence of all that is necessary for
the community (umma) to know in respect of what is permissible
and what is forbidden; and (complete) knowledge of the woo_.ﬂ.
both in its general and in its particular aspects and of :m. exoteric
and esoteric meanings; of its explicit commands and its meta-
phorical teaching; of the repealing and repealed verses; o.». the
subtilties of its connotation and the rarities of its msﬂn%nnpp:w-.r
The questioner said: And what is the proof for the proposition
that the Imdm must necessarily be learned in the things that you
have mentioned ? Imam al-$adigsaid: The word of God, the Mighty
and Glorious, wherein He defines the attributes essential for those
who are empowered to be rulers and by which 5.3‘ are decmed
to be qualified: Lo! We did reveal the Torah, wherein is guidance and a
light, by whick the Prophets who surrendered (unto God) .:&,.m& the Jews,
and the rabbis and the priests...(5, 44). Now the rabbdniyyiin are the
Imams, next in authority to the prophets, who educate the people
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by their knowledge; and the priests (ahbdr) are below them in
rank and are their missionaries (du'at). And then God explains:
by such of God’s scripture as they were bidden to preserve and thereunto
were they witnesses (loc. cit.). And God did notsay: ““ and whereof
they were ignorant”. Then He said: Are those who know equal
with those who know not? But only men of understanding will pay heed
(39, 9); and He said: But it is clear revelations in the hearts of those who
have been given knowledge (29, 49); and He said: But none shall wxa..%
their meaning save the possessors of knowledge (29, 43); and He said:
Ouly the erudite among His bondmen Jear God (35, 28). And He said:
Is He who leadeth to the truth more deserving that He should be Sollowed, or
he who findeth not the way unless he himself be guided. What aileth you?
How judge ye? (10, 35).

This, then is the proof that the Imams must of necessity be
possessed of knowledge. The people, assuredly, have need of
them; whereas they, the Imams, have no need of anyone (for

obtaining knowledge) of what is lawful and what is forbidden (by
God).

65. The questioner asked: Inform me of the transfer of the
Imiamate from the progeny of Hasan to that of Husayn. How did
this happen, and what is the proof? Imim al-Sadiq said: (The
answer is) the word of God, the Blessed and Exalted: God's wish is
but to remove uncleanness far Jrom you, O Members of the Household, and
cleanse you with a thorough cleansing (33, 33). This verse was revealed
in respect of five persons, who were attested as being free from the
sin of association (shirk), the adoration of idols and the worship
of every being other than God. The origin of this is the call of
Abraham, when he said: And preserve me and my sons from serving

idols (14, 35).

The five concerning whom the Verse of Purification (33, 33) was
revealed were the Messenger of God, *All, Fifima, Hasan and
Husayn. Tt is to them that the call of Abraham points. Thus
their leader in this respect is the Prophet; the lady associated with
them in purification was Fitima, the blessings of God be on her;
but she had no right in the Imamate; for, she is thz Mother of the
Imiams, the Blessings of God on them. And when the Prophet of
God died by His command, *Alf was the foremost among men en-
titled to the Imimate after the Prophet by reason of the word of
God: And.the foremost in the race are the Joremost.  These are they that
shall be brought nigh (53, 10-1 1), and by the saying of the Prophet
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i asan and Husayn, that they were the _.omn_aa of the
M.Mﬂmnn”m:m.vw*&wo. and their father (*Alf) was superior to them;
and also, because the Prophet said that Hasan w:u. Husayn s_\nmo
the Imams of Truth, whether in power or otherwise, and t mnM
father was superior to them both. So *Alf, on whom be vaun%. a :
a prior right to the Imamate than Hasan and Husayn, as he wa

hem.
b:ﬂwﬂw—” .._.Mmua”man_ Hasan was entitled to &o HBmbS. in E&wﬂu:nn
to Husayn by the argument of priority in time; and this h.o=o=m ] H.MB
the Koranic verse: The Joremost in the race are the .\.ezsw.a A.u » 10);
thus Hasan was anterior to Husayn and 52..0..03 his right 4<M¢
greater. And when Hasan died, he had no :mrw to ,»=on.m.8 the
.uBmSpS to his progeny, because his brother was r._u 2.5«.»_ _W puri-
fication. The Imamate came to Husayn by priority, in preference
to the descendants of Hasan, and thus the office went to u..m.umpvﬁ.
Now when Husayn died, he was not oanzan._ to return the HEMBN-”o
to the sons of his brother Hasan, in preferénce to his own, by the

force of the Word of God the Mighty and Glorious...and thoss

who are akin are nearer one to another in A: Book of God (8, NNN.
As Husayn’s sons were nearer akin to him than :uo sons o r_m
_uncn.ro... Hasan, they had a greater claim to the Imamate. ) Thus
this verse excludes the sons of Hasan and awards Aa.—o HBwEMMw
to the sons of Husayn. Now this ?Boovnlmrn Imamate—shal

continue among the descendants of Husayn ._5:_ the Day of Resur-

rection. . .
And all praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds!

.__.

(VD) oF THe PROCLAMATION (TAWQiF) oF THE IMAMS 'OF THE
PROGENY OF MUHAMMAD, MAY GOD BLEss HIM AND ALL OF THEM

66. Thisisa chapter the proofs and arguments whereof, and the
refutation of its opponents (are so numerous) that were we to dea]
with them exhaustively, they would exceed the bounds of thijs book,
and would require a work devoted exclusively to the Imamate, The
Imam al-Mangir bi'l.lzh had indeed composed a separate volume
on it, the blessings of God be upon him, and His mercy and His
bounties and His satisfaction. May God illumine his face therefor, -
It was an exhaustive work, explaining fully its meanings, and doing
Justice to its proof. But as we have made it a condition in the com-
mencement of this work that we shall be brief in ma&msm with each

67. The proponents of the Imamate have differed amongst them.
selves in adducing its proofs. The commonalty affirm that the
people are empowered to elect an Imam for themselves, and to
invest him with authority over them in the same manner, accorde
ing to them, as the Companions of the Prophet exercised their own
choice in electing their leader to succeed him.

They differed, however, as regards the qualifications required
and the real cause of his pre-eminence. They denied that the
Prophet himself had declared any one as the foremost a
and nominated him above all of them to establish the Ima
after him, A group amongst them said: The Prophet had indicated
him, without expressly naming him, and they said: He was Abi
Bakr. The Prophet placed him first in prayer, and prayer is the
cqual of the poor-due; thus he who is placed above others in prayer,
is entitled to receive the poor-due hy precedence. This is the view
of the majority of the commonalty (‘dmma). And therefore they
held that: He who wields Power is entitled to obedience, even if he
were an Ethiopian. They were further of the opinion that rebellion
against him was not lawful, even when he acted sinfully,

68. And the Murjites affirmed: It is for the people to appoint a
man among themselves who, in their opinion, is possessed of

oxno:osnonbn waos_oamo.>=m they should exert themselves
B.F—3 - .
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greatly in finding out (the rightful Imam) and it is the duty of the
Imam to rule over them by the Book and the Susma. When the
Imam did not find evidence in the Koran or the Sunna he should
strive hard to formulate his own opinion. They said: Obedience
to the ruler is obligatory on the people, so long as he obeys God.
But if the ruler disobeys God, the people are not obliged to obey
him. The appointment of the Imam, his dismissal and his transfer
depend upon his obedience to the Koran and Sunna.

And the Mu‘tazila said: The Prophet neither nominated nor
indicated any one expressly, but he commanded the people to
elect 2 man to rule over them, and they chose Abi Bakr.

And the Kharijites said: We do not know, nor has any report
rcached us that the Prophet commanded anything about this
matter. He did not command explicitly or implicitly; nor did he
say one way or another. But there is no doubt that there should be
a Leader (Imam) who would administer the punishments (laid down
by Geod) for crimes and enforce the regulations of law (ahkam)
and so we shall appoint a leader above us.

.
»

69. Now, by God’s guidance and help, we say to those who hold
that the Prophet appointed no one—and they represent all the
persons noted above—your doctrine is disproved not only by us un-
animously, but even by some among yourselves, and also by the
whole of the Muslim community. For every one is agreed that
one who denies a fact is not a witness to the fact. Verily, a witness
is one who testifies to a positive fact as true. Now you merely deny
that the Prophet appointed anyone as his successor over his
people, or that he nominated an Imam over the community after
him. Thus you do not testify to anything positive. You merely
traverse® something you disapprove. Now he who gives evidence
of an affirmative statement is more worthy of acceptance, and is
to be treated as a reliable witness.

You and the majority of the community rely on one of two kinds
of persons. One of them says:*I heard so-and-so saying this” or,
“I saw him doing this”, And the other says: ‘‘I did not hear him
saying this ”, or “ I did not see him doing that . Verily the eye-
witness, or one who has heard the statement himself, is a trustworthy
witness, and he who merely says “I have not scen” or “T have not
heard " is not a reliable witness. His denial does not refute the
positive testimony of one who has himself heard or seen something.

$The word is used in the legal sense.

I
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We have already related that the Prophet appointed ‘Al b.
Abi Tilib as his Plenipotentiary (wali) on the day of Ghadir
Khumm. You too have reported the incident ir. the same manner
as we have done. And verily this is the most binding compact
and the most obligatory command for the Imimate, in addition
to a great deal else that we have stated. And a summary of all
that happened is sufficient as a clarification.

If the Imamate were an institution such as you have affirmed,
and depended on the choice of the people, the Prophet would
surely have asked the people to assemble and choose for themselves.
How could people with a variety of opinions and predilections
agree on the choice of one single individual, particularly when
some of them were envious of others? And if this were as you say,
the Imamate could not be established except by unanimity among
the people about one person. But the people can never agree in
this fashion. Not all the inhabitants of Medina accepted the
Caliphate of Abii Bakr. The Angir said what they did, and a
group of the foremost of the Companions of the Prophet refused to
acknowledge him, and what happened is well known. This is
apart altogether from those that were absent, being in the provinces
and the other parts of the country. : :

And if you say: The authority and the power is in the hands of
some to the exclusion of others, then, inform us who was entitled
to the leadership in preference to others, and on what authority
from the Book, the Practice of the Prophet, or the Consensus.
And they will never find the answer. If the Imam derives his
authority from the people, then, the Imam is under their command,
He cannot own anything unless they make him owner. These, then,
are their Imams, according to the Plain meaning of this doctrine—
and the Imam is thus one among other officials. In the hands of
the people is the power to dismiss him, so say the Murjites, and the
unsoundness of this doctrine is so patent as to preclude the need
for a formal refutation. :

70. And the saying of those who hold that they do what the
Messenger of God did not command and did not do, is an admission
that this is an innovation (bida). They say that the Imamate is
part of the religion of God; and God has said that He had perfected
His religion. We have explained previously that this verse was
revealed when the Prophet established the Plenipotency (wildya)
of “Ali. How then can they agree that God had perfected His
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religion without elucidating the question of the Imamate which,
according to their own admission, is part of religion? Or, is it that
God indeed had said this and yet did not perfect His faith until
the people completed it? Or, is it that the Prophet was helpless
and unable to clarify what God had rendered obligatory and it was
they who clarified it? Now this is the foulest of their allegations,
and the worst of what they attribute to God the Mighty and
Glorious and to His Messenger.

71. And to those who assert that since the Prophet pointed to Abi
Bakr (as. his successor), they appointed him at the head of affairs
by implication, (we say): If you accept that the Imamate (as an
institution) is part of the religion of God, how then can you permita
change in any part of the religion of God, or any alteration in it?

And as for those that deny this, to them it may be said that if
the obligatory ordinance of the Imimate can be laid down by
implication, and it was the Prophet who by implication appointed
Aba Bakr, then how did Abi Bakr appoint ‘Umar, and ‘Umar,
‘Uthman? And as for those that assert that Ab{ Bakr appointed
‘Umar expressly (by nass), and that *‘Umar relegated this duty to
six persons acting in concert, and placed Suhayb to lead the prayer,
this then clearly contradicts the action of the Prophet in a matter
pertaining to religion. God had surely commanded them to obey
the Prophet and prohibited opposition to him by His dictum: And
whatsoever the Messenger giveth you, take it. And whatsoever he Sorbiddeth,
abstain from it (59, 7). The action of ‘Umar contradicted the action
of Aba Bakr, and both of them had contravened the religion of
God by their own admission and altered His decision, and went
against God’s Messenger. Suhayb according to their view had a
greater right to the Imamate than ‘Uthmin, because ‘Umar
placed Suhayb above ‘Uthmin in prayer. And they affimn that
Abi Bakr was entitled to leadership as the Prophet had asked him
to lead the prayer. o

But this is not correct; for we say, on the contrary, to those
that hold this to be an implication, that it would be better if you
did not rely on this argument! For, you affirm that prayer is per-
missible behind any person, whether he is righteous or sinful, and
you report traditions in support of this view to those that are
opposed to you. You agree that the Prophet appointed ‘Amr
ibn al-*Ag to lead the expedition known as the Battle of Dhit
al-Salasil while Abi Bakr and ‘Umar were with him. ‘Amr

——
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b. al-*As used to lead both Abi Bakr and others in prayer, while
both of them were under his military headship. You also admit
that the Prophet never appointed anyone above ‘Ali, nor did he
ever command ‘Ali to follow any one in prayer. This prayer to
which you refer, where the Prophet ordered Abi Bakr to lead, was
performed in the absence of ‘All. Now ‘Ali, according to your
allegation, was at the time with the Prophet himself, and prayed
with him; thus ‘Ali, according to your own argument, is to be
preferred in excellence to those whom you have placed above him
in precedence.

You also agree that the Prophet placed Usima b. Zayd above
Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. When the Prophet died, Abii Bakr and
‘Umar were under Usima’s banner; he was their Commander
(amir) and also Leader (imdm) in prayer. The last of the Prophet’s
instructions (before he died) was: Dispatch (nafadhdhii) the armies
to Usima, may God curse him who lingers behind. This was
when Usima advanced victoriously from Medina, but Abi Bakr
and ‘Umar were with those that tarried. Thus both Usima and
‘Amr b. al-*Ag (according to you) were more entitled to leadership
than Abii Bakr and ‘Umar, for they were placed above Aba Bakr
‘Umar in prayer.

You accept that when (the matter of the Caliphate) was placed
by *‘Umar in the hands of six persons in joint consultation, ‘Umar
appointed Suhayb to lead the prayer. In spite of this Suhayb,
according to your own views, was not entitled to the Imamate. And
this despite the fact that the prayer, which you adduce as proof, did
not affect the question of the transfer of the Imamate, or the conflict
of reports on the point. All these reports and their differences
emanate from ‘A’isha, daughter of Abii Bakr. Now you yourself
assert that when a man relates contradictory reports, it is as though
nothing authentic comes from him. And you rejected the evidence
of *Ali concerning Fitima, may the blessings of God be on both
of them. Then how do you accept the testimony of ‘A’isha in
favour of her father, even if it were proved to be authentically attri-
buted to her? How, when you accept her word, is it not established
that the Prophet ordered Abii Bakr to lead the prayer? When the
Prophet came to know of this, he went out and prayed with the
people, placing Abi Bakr behind himself!

72. And as for the doctrine of the Murjites that it is for them to
appoint the Imim, and that when he acted unrighteously, it is they
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who had the right to dismiss him; their view is, indeed, like that
of the people we have mentioned, so that they themselves were the
Imams! If they had the power to appoint, they surely had the
power to reject. This is the opinion of those who do not care to
weigh their opinions, and we have demonstrated earlier the un-
soundness of this view. :

The opinion of the Mu‘tazila is that the Prophet himself asked
the people to choose their own Leader. Now this contravenes the

Prophet’s practice.  We have reported the action of the Prophet in

favour of *All, to whom be the most excellent of salutations, at
Ghadir Khumm, and we have also discussed the results of holding
that people have the right to elect. Neither God nor His Prophet
ever ordered a thing which is inconclusive or impossible. God
never made obedience obligatory to a Leader who was himself to be
clected by those who are commanded to obey him. God never
gave people the right to dismiss or criticize (muntagida) the Imam.
If the people were empowered to appoint the Imam, they would
likewise be entitled to appoint a prophet; for, God has likened the
obedience due to the Imams to the obedience due to prophets, and
has made the Imams rulers over their subjects, after the prophets,
just as the prophets ruled over the people in former times.

And as for the view of the Khirijites that they have no knowledge
of what came from the Prophet, (we say) that the word of him who
does not know is not a proof against the word of him who knows.
It is for him who does not know to seek knowledge from him who
does. And verily if they do not know in what manner the Imamate
was established, our answer is: By something which neither you nor
anyone else can annul. “And surely this was an appointment and a
proclamation which no one can refute; nor can any enemy adduce
a defect against it.

. 73.  And we have already mentioned how the Prophet proclaimed

to the people the Imamate of *Alf and how ‘Alf was singled out by
him. -This was how ‘Ali nominated Hasan; and Hasan, Husayn;
and Husayn, ‘Ali b. Husayn; and ‘Al b. Husayn, Muhammad b.
*Alf; and Mubammad b. ‘All, Ja'far b. g:.ﬁ.uaapm ; and likewise,
each Imim, the Imim after him. We have been informed of this
by those who preceded us, and our contemporaries have witnessed
this in respect of our own Imams. This then is the most cogent of
proofs and the most manifest of arguments; in this no one has a
say and none can adduce a flaw.
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74. Similar is the proof of what we have said regarding messengers

(rusul) and the Imams during the interval between two messengers.

Surely this cannot happen without the nomination (rag$), and the

proclamation (fawgif) to the people, emanating from the prophet

(nabi) to the Imam, and from one Imim to another Imam. Each

prophet gives good tidings of one who is to follow him, as God has

mentioned in His Book: And bringing good tidings of a messenger who
cometh after me, whose name is Akmad, the Praised one (61, 6).

The Imams, each in respect of the other, confirm this and inform
their followers of the appearance of this prophet, even as the com-
monalty have agreed that Adam appointed Sheth, and gave him
testamentary instructions. And Sheth appointed the Imam among
his own descendants to act after him. And similarly each Imim
appointed his successor and proclaimed the succeeding Imam till
Noah; and Noah till Abraham; and from Abraham till Moses; and
from Moses till Jesus; and from Jesus till Muhammad, may God
bless him and his progeny, and all the messengers and the veracious
Imams.

The commonalty agree that every former prophet had left
instructions to his Vicegerent (wayi) to uphold the authority over
his community after his death, except in the case of their own
Prophet, Muhammad, for they denied that he had left such instruc-
tions about anyone. And this, despite the fact that it was the people
who were in greater need than the Vicegerents because of the
cessation of the revelation and the termination of prophethood.
God had, indeed, ended the prophecy with Muhammad and
relegated the authority to the Imams of the House of the Prophet,
may the blessings of God be on all of them. The delegation of the
authority to the Imams continues till the Day of Resurrection. This
is what we say regarding the prophecy and the Imamate and its
proclamation (tawqif) and its clarification (bayan). This is contrary
to what the commonalty assert, namely that the proof of the
existence of the prophets are the verses of the Koran, without
express appointment, without good tidings and without proper
proclamation. -

If you ponder over the Koran carefully, you will find that the
verses do not support (the doctrine of) the commonalty regarding
their prophets. God says to the Prophet: The People of the Scripture
ask of thee that thou shouldst cause an (actual) book to descend upon them
Jrom heaven. They asked a greater thing of Moses aforetime, for they said :
Show us God plainly (4, 153).
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And God says at another place: And they say: We will not put faith
in thee till thou cause a spring to gush forth from the earth Jor us; [or thou
have a garden of date-palms and grapes, and cause rivers to gush forth
therein abundantly; [or thou cause the heaven to fall upon us piecemeal,
as thou hast pretended, or bring God and the angels as a warrant; for thou
have a house of gold, or thou ascend up into heaven, and even then we will put
no faith in thy ascension till thou bring down Jor us a book that we can
read. Say (O Muhammad): My Lord be glorified! Am I aught save
a mortal messenger? (17, 90-93).

And He says at another place: dnd they say: If only he would bring
us a miracle from his Lord! Hath there not come unto them the proof of
what is in former scriptures? (20, 133).

And there are many such verses in the Koran. And withal God
never sends a prophet without his being entitled to absolute obedi-
ence. Thus he, who dies without proclaiming the Prophet to be
truthful, or declaring him to be false and before a sign comes (from
God), dies the death of an unbeliever. This is the doctrine held by
consensus among the commonalty. And if they say, the verses of
the Koran are evidence (only) regarding the prophets, those who
did not believe before the portents (dyat) appeared were free from
fault. Now if they asked: What is the meaning of * the coming of
the messengers is by portents 2 They should be told: the meaning
of this verse is what God Himself has said: IWe send not portents (ayat)
save towarn (17,59). And God sends His portents only to warn His
creatures, and to help His messengers and to confirm the proofs
against those that oppose them, warning them, as God says: e
send ot portents save to warn (loc. cit.). ,

And God had sent Noah as a prophet to his people and has in-
formed us that he lived for 950 years?3, ever calling them to God,
and during this long period there died many declaring their disbelief,
Then God informed us that a great sign was the Ark (safina), and
this is what the commonalty affirm. This portent occurred during
the last days of Noah, and yet the people were tormented on account
of their disbelief in him, and God destroyed them for their wrong-
doing and denial of Noah’s being a prophet. But God saved Noah
and those that had faith in him. Now God had destroyed many
people in former times for their disbelief in Him, and they were
consigned to the Fire for disbelieving in Him, and what had come
from the Lord. Ifit were true that without a portent the right of
a prophet could not be established, then (before the portent) there
BKor. 29, 14; Genesis 9. 28-29.
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would be nothing to make them believe in the prophet. And if
there was nothing to make them accept him as a prophet, then the
prophet would have no right to call them (to the true religion)
without such a portent. Thus without a portent, he could not
claim to act as a messenger inviting them to the truth, and they
would not be obliged to accept what was obligatory on them!

If we expoundéd this doctrine exhaustively, it would go beyond
the limits of this book; but we have explained the main points
briefly so that the possessors of understanding may comprehend it.
And it is God Who in His mercy guides rightly,

et o - o e 1 25




(VII) THE $TATUS OF THE IMAMS, AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR LIVES, THEIR

DISSOCIATION (TABARRU’) FROM THOSE THAT PLACED OTHERS IN THEIR

PLACE (AS IMAMS), AND THEIR DECLARATION THAT THOSE THAT
DEVIATED FROM THE IMAMS WERE DEVOID OF BELIEF

75. The Righteous Imams, the blessings of God be on them, and
His mercy and His charismatic favours (barakat), are only creatures
of God the Glorious, and His bondmen, especially selected among
others. God has ordained that persons living during the time of
cach Imam should obey him, and accept his commands absolutely.
God has constituted the Imims the Guides for mankind, and the
Reasons (adilla’) for His existence. He has equated obedience to
the Imims with obedience to Him and His Prophet in the Koran,
The Imims are the Proofs of God and His representatives on
carth. The Imams are not, as asserted by the misguided distorters
of truth, lesser deities, nor are they Messengers sent by God. No
revelation has come to them, as was delivered to the Prophets, and
knowledge of the-other world (ghayb), unknown to His other
creatures, was not vouchsafed to them. No prophet had greater
knowledge of God than what was granted to him. The claims
made for the Imidms by the mendacious perverters of truth are
false. Exalted above all is God, and His Friends (the Imams) are
purified from the distortions and falsehoods of the misguided ones,
and the (false) words of the heretics.

76. The pure Imams were the Friends of God, the Proofs of
God’s existence to His creatures, the Gates of His mercy which He

opened to them and the Causes of salvation, reserved especially

for His friends and followers. Salvation was specifically restricted
to those who obeyed the Imims absolutely. The acceptance of
the obedience due to the Inams was not possible without devotion
to them. Salvation is reserved solely for those who declared
their belief in the Imams, as distinguished from those who were
inimical to them, disobeyed them and bore them ill-will.

It was Satan who was the most heinous of those who hated the
Friends of God (Imiams) and their followers. This was because he
desired to beguile mankind even as he had beguiled their parents
(Adam and Eve). Thus, Satan led many of them astray, seduced
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them, and allured them to follow their own evil inclinations, This
caused them loss after abundance, and perdition after beatitude,
and disobedience after obedience. Satan contrived for each
individual a distinct path of allurement, including the assemblage of
mean and petty spirits (toinfluenee him). Satanseduced the ignorant
and the stupid who were influenced by persons to question the rights
of the Imams, to betray and disobey them, and finally, deny them
their rights, and refuse recognition to them. Some however posses-
sed knowledge in full measure and attained a highrankin intelligence,
and could not be beguiled by means employed for others mentioned
carlier. For such as these, he devised other methods. Satan
allured and seduced them through his beloved; or played upon
his particular weakness or his special failing. *So Satan embellished
his pretentious interpretations, and formulated his false reasoning in
an agreeable shape and urged the people to question the greatness
of the Imam’s position and the loftiness of his status. Satan showed
them the ways and strengthened the arguments for asserting that
the Imams were minor deities, other than God Almighty, or that
they were the Messengers sent by God. Thus did Satan succeed
in the task that he had taken upon himself, and accomplished it
boldly.

The third class of believers, Satan seduced in the manner follow-
ing. He exaggerated the severity of the obligatory rituals ; he
legalized illegal actions, and found a way for the commission of
heinous sins, by asking the believers to abandon obligatory acts of
religion and by gradually sliding away ftom the path of Muslims,
He performed his task by putting forward unsound interpretations
and spurious’ arguments. Thus the deluded ones fell a prey to
wretchedness and loss, and went outside the circle of the religious
and faithful ones. We ask God to protect us from deviation, and
to bear us away from this world in perfect faith; neither breaking
our compact, nor straying from the path, nor indulging in unlawful
innovations, nor being among those on whom the wrath of God has
descended, nor those who have strayed from the righteous path
(compare Kor. 1, 7).

77. From Imim Ja‘far al-§adiq. One of his companions com-
plained of (the foul words which fell from the lips of some) people
and said:

Why, O son of the Prophet, do people (speak ill of us and) cause
us pain? They make demands from us, bear us ill-will and taunt us,
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as if, according to them, we are not Muslims? The Imam said:
And why do you not praise God and give him thanks for this?
Verily, when Satan loses hope that you will not forsake your
devotion to us—for he knows full well that God does not accept the
good works of those that forswear us—he urges the people against
you for envy of your devotion to us. So praise God for the pro-
tection that He has extended to you. And when the burden of the
words of the people grows heavy, then ponder over the hardships
that we have borne from them, and the hardships that were borne
by the Prophets of God and His friends (the Imams) aforetime.

 The Prophet (Muhammad) was questioned about those who
suffered the greatest sufferings and tribulations in the world and he
said: The Prophets, then the Vicegerents, then the Imams and
finally the faithful. The first are the first, and the most excellent,
in that order of priority. God is well pleased to vouchsafe to us and

~to you the choicest existence in the Hereafter, and the Prophet
continued: The world is a prison for the faithful, and a paradise
for the unbelievers. Whatever of felicity is granted to the faithful
on this carth, is alloyed with something base, so that it may not lessen
the perfection of felicity in the Hereafter. . .

78. The account of those that went astray and were destroyed is
lengthy and exceeds the bounds of this book; nevertheless, a few
points may be mentioned. And among them is the account of
what happened to a certain group during the time of ‘Al b. Abi
Talib. Some of them bore allegiance to him, accepted his authority
and believed in his Imimate; and yet, they disobeyed him and
deviated and acted wrongfully against him. And ‘Al fought with
them and defeated the ndkithin (breakers of allegiance), and des-
troyed the mdrigin (Kharijites, the deviaters), and made war on the
gdsifin (the wrongdoers); and ‘Alf and they mutually dissociated
themselves from each other.

A certain group amongst them went to extremes about their
beliefs in *Ali. By the foul whispering of Satan, they said that it was
*Ali who was appointed the Prophet, but it was the Angel Gabriel
who went wrong (and gave the prophecy to Muhammad). Fie on
their imperfect intelligence, their erring souls and their senseless
opinions! If a man were to send a certain quantity of dates to a
certain person, and the bearer gave them to a wrong individual,
the sender would send him another measure, or take them back
from the wrong person. How do people have such mistaken
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thoughts about the Lord of the Worlds? And Gabriel was the
Trusted Spirit! He came with revelations during the lifetime of
the Prophet, and it was he who brought the Koran as revelation.
And yet they utter such patent fabrications! The reason is that
it was Satan who prompted them and embellished his false and
deceitful suggestions. Now these are the persons that we have
referred to carlier. And others said that *Alf was in the clouds; this
was due to their foolishness and false notions, as is clear to those that
possess understanding.

‘All came across certain persons who were extremists in this
matter. They were beguiled by Satan’s machinations and they
said: You are our God, our Creator, our Provider! From you is
our beginning and to you is our return. Thereupon ‘Alf’s face
underwent a great change; he perspired freely; he trembled like
a reed with the fear of the glory of God, May His glory be great!
A great anger came upon ‘All, and he ordered those around him to
dig a large pit, and said: Verily, I shall fill this pit with flesh and
bone! When the people came to know that he was going to kill
them, they said: Verily, if you slay us, you can give us life! ‘Al
then asked them to recant; but they persisted in their heresy, and
so he burnt them and said:

When I see an act outrageous,
I'kindle a fire, and call upon (my slave) Qanbar.2¢

79. This is a well known story and in the time of the Imams who
succeeded ‘Ali there were many such reports of considerable length,
for instance, the one of Mughira b. Sa‘id,? may God curse him.
He was one of the companions and missioners of Imam Muhammad
al-Bagqir, but Satan seduced him. He became an unbeliever and
claimed the rank of prophet-and said that he could bring the dead
to life. He asserted that Imim Muhammad al-Biqir was God,
exalted above all is Almighty God, the Lord of the worlds. He said

- that Imam Muhaminad al-Bagqir sent him as an apostle. Many of

his companions followed him and they were called the Mughiriyya
after his name.

The Imam came to know of this heresy, but he could not kill
the heretics, for he had no authority to do so, as ‘Ali had. ‘Al

MSlave of 'Al, Hilli, Khulaga, 66; Kashi, 48; Astaribidi, Manhaj al-)Mogal

:nmg:. 1302), 246.

UUrjaza, 221, 317 (note).
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had the power to do away with those who uttered such scandalous
heresies. So Imam Muhammad al-Bagir cursed Mughira and
his followers, and dissociated himself from him, his doctrine and
his companions. The Imdm wrote to his friends and companions
to forsake the heretic and asked God for His help in dissociating
himself from them, and he asked his followers to curse Mughira
and his friends. Accordingly, the Imam’s followers obeyed the
Imam and cursed Mughira and his companions. Imim Muhammad
al-Baqir named them the Mughiriyya al-rifida (the disobedient
ones), because they disobeyed him and accepted what Mughira
affirmed, may God curse him. There were disputations, contro-
versies and rancour between Imam Mubammad al-Baqir and the
Mughiriyya and their allies; but an account of these controversies
would be too lengthy.,

Mughira and his companions considered prohibited actions as -

lawful, and permitted them. They abrogated the rules of law,
forsook them and deviated totally from the tenets of Islam. They
went outside the pale of truc Shiites who were the followers of the
Imims. Imim Muhammad al-Baqir cursed them publicly and
dissociated himself from them.

80. Then there was Abi'l-Khattib? mE._m:m the time of Imim

Ja'far al-8idiq. Abi’l-Khattab was among the greatest of the
Imam’s missioners. What happened to Mughira, happened to
him. He denied the true faith, and claimed prophecy, and said
that Imdm Ja'far al-Sadiq was God, exalted above all is God and
above such heresies. ' He held that unlawful acts were permissible.
Whenever his companions found the obligatory commands to be
severe, they came to Abi’l-Khattiab and said: O Abi'l-Khattab!
be lenient to us. And he would allow his followers to forsake the
obligatory acts. This happened so often that finally they abandoned
all obligatory acts, and considered illegal acts to be permissible.
Thus they committed all forbidden acts, and even gave false evidence
against others. Ab@’l-Khattab said: Every prohibition is cancelled
for him who has knowledge of the Imam! This reached the ears of
Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq, but he was unable to do anything more than
curse Abi’l-Khattab and dissociate himself from him. The Imam
collected his companions and informed them about this affair,
and wrote to the provinces that he dissociated himself from Abu’l-

*mm‘..rvn._._hrn:mv. Mubammad ibn Abi Zaynab, al-Nadim, Fihrist, ‘Tr. Dodge,
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Khattab, and cursed him. That was all that he could do; and
this affair pained and distressed the Imam greatly.

81. Mufaddal b, ‘Amr? said: One day I visited Imim Ja‘far
al-Sadiq and found him angry®, sad and tearful. So I said: What
is the matter with you, may I be thy ransom! And the Imim said:

Glory be to God, exalted is He above all the sinful protesta-
tions of the wrongdoers. O Mufaddal, this great liar and unbeliever
(referring to Abi’l-Khattab) asserts that T am God. God Almighty
be glorified; there is no deity other than God; my Lord is He, and
the Lord of my fathers. Itis He Who has created us, and provided
for us, and looked after us. Ve are, indeed, the Banners of righte-
ousness, and the greatest Proof (of God). Arise and go to the
companions of Abii’l-Khattab and tell them that we (the Imams) are
only created beings and slaves who are provided for by God. To
us, however, is given a station, not given to any one else. Now
this station befits none except us. We are a ray from the light of
God; and our Party (ski'a) is a part of us. All those who oppose
us, will be in the Fire. Tomorrow we shall be the neighbours of
God in His abode. He who accepts our dictum and offers obedi-

_ence, will be in Heaven; and he who obeys this unbelieving liar

(Abt’l-Khattib) will be in the Fire.

82, From Imam Ja‘'far al-Sadiq. Sadir al-Sayrafi* asked him:
Your party, (O Imim) may I be thy ransom, differ amongst them-
selves about the true position of the Imdms. Some say, the Imam
hears whispers (from the other world, or from God); others say,
the Imam’s heart receives messages; others are of the opinion that
he possesses sight in his sleep; and yet others affirm that he decides
legal questions by a reference to the books of his fathers. Now which
of these opinions should I take to be true, may I by thy ransom?
The Imam said: Do not take anything of what they say for the

.:.EF O Sadir. \Ye are, indeed, the Proofs of God and His

Trusted Ones, placed over His creatures. The acts permitted by
us are from the Book of God; and likewise are the prohibited ones.

83. From Imam al-Sidiq. Once upon a time *I; b. al-Mukhtar3

YA powerful heretic. Najashi, Rijal (Bombay, 1317), 295; Hilli, Khu/asa, 126;
Kashi, 206. Sec §§93-95, below.

"R eading mughdiban.

wHill, 42.

i, 64; Najashi, 214,

.
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visited him and said: May I be thy ransom, O Imiam, what is this
divergence of opinion in your party? The Imam said: What is
the difference, O ‘Is, to which you refer? ‘Is said: When I happen
to sit in their circle in Kifa, I feel a doubt creeping into my faith,
after hearing their tales and their divergences. Then I return to
Mufaddal and find what I desire, but remain unruffled (in spite of
what I hear). The Imim said: :

It is just as you say, O ‘Is. Verily, the People go to great extremes
in insinuating falschoods regarding me. It seems as if God has
made it obligatory on them to tell lies concerning us. None of them
intends anything but this. Whenever I relate a tradition to any
of them, he puts a false interpretation on my words as soon as it
is pronounced. This is because they do not seek the true religion
(din) ; while for you, that is your quest. Each one of them, O ‘I,
desires to be the head (of his party). (But, remember that) no slave
raises his head undeservedly, but God abases it; and no slave abases
his soul, but God raises and honouirs him,

84. From Imam al-§adiq. Some friendly missioners (du*at) had
written to the Imam about people having started a new kind
of da'wat, and transgressed the bounds of religion. They declared
licit actions which were illicit and had forsaken the commands of
religion explicitly laid down (by God). They alleged that know-
ledge of a certain individual (the Imam), frees a man from the
responsibility of performing obligatory religious acts. The Imam
. after describing such persons, wrote as follows:

You write to me concerning your knowledge of the beliefs of
certain persons, namely that Prayer, Poor-due, the Ramadan Fast,
the Hajj, (visiting) the Sacred Mosque (Medina), the ‘Umra, the
Sacred House (Ka'ba), and the Holy Stations in Pilgrimage are,
cach one of them, individual human beings. A bath after sexual
congress is a man; every act made obligatory by God is likewise a
man. They assert that knowledge of such an individuai (the Imam)
frees a man from the compulsory obligation to perform such ritual
acts; and they aver that for him who possesses knowledge of the
Imam, such knowledge itself constitutes the performence of the
obligation; and he indeed has prayed, paid the poor-due, fasted,
performed the pilgrimage, visited the holy places, performed the
ritual ablutions and the ritual bath, given respect to the holy stations
(during the pilgrimage) and fasted during the holy month and
visited the Prophet’s Mosque, without actually performing any of

—r——
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these acts. Such a person need not exert himself in duly complying
with the obligatory religious acts. The knowledge of the Imim
frees the man from his own responsibility to perform the compul-
sory religious rites. Thus he has lawfuily, but constructively,
prayed, paid the poor-due, fasted, performed the pilgrimage, visited
the Ka‘ba, bathed ritually and performed the ablutions. He
has duly paid respect to the sacred dictates of God, the holy month
of Ramadan, and the sacred precincts of the Prophet’s Mosque.
They allege that he who possesses knowledge of the Imam can
neglect such acts and even spurn them, and it is unnecessary to
strive after their actual fulfilment. The cognizance of this man
(Imim) constitutes a sufficient compliance with the obligatory
commands for the time being, without their actual performance.

You have come to know that they perpetrate indecent actions
forbidden by God; and they assert that wine and games of chance,
adultery and usury, the eating of carrion and of blood and the flesh
of swine ‘are, indeed, individuals! They believe that God has
forbidden marriage only with mothers, daughters, sisters and
paternal and maternal aunts; and except the wives of the Prophet,
all other women are permissible (for marriage). You know that
several of their men jointly marry one woman. They bear false
witness; they claim to know the outward and the inward significance
of human acts; they claim that it is the esoteri¢ connotation of
acts which is their goal and which they are commanded to seek.,
And you have now written to me for my opinion about their beliefs
and assumptions.

Now in my opinion, he who holds such beliefs to be true concern-
ing God is a polytheist (mushrik), his disbelief being so manifest
that no one can possibly doubt it. Have you not heard the Word of
God: Say, My Lord forbiddeth only indecencies, such of them as are apparent
and such as are hidden (7, 33), and Forsake the outwardness of sin and
the inwardness thereof (6, 120) ?

An act which is forbidden, is forbidden both in its outward and in
its inward form. And an act which is lawful, is lawful likewise in
both its forms. The outward form of an act js a cogent reason for
its inward form and likewise the inward meaning points to its
outward manifestation. They confirm, emphasize, strengthen and
help each other. Thus that which is reprehensible in its exterior
manifestation, is reprehensible also in its inner meaning. In the
same manner, that which is praiseworthy in its manifest form, is
praiseworthy likewise in its inner form.

-
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102 BOOK OF FAITH §5182-183

This day have I perfected Jour religion for you and completed My .\a%ww
unto you, and have chosen _for you as religion, al-Islam (5, 3).

I'scek refuge from the sin of disbelief after faith, and the seduction
by the friends of Satan in the shape of the allurements of the world
and the deviation from the Word of the Compassionate. May Oom
protect us by His favour, and absolve ug (from our sins) by His
mercy, and make us obedient to His will. May 'we acquire know:-
ledge from those that possess authority among the people of the
House of the Prophet Muhammad, the Leader of the Messengers,
may God bless him and them, one and all.

The refutation of this doctrine and the bane of following it is
beyond the pale of our book ; for we had made it a condition that it
should contain but a sprinkling of all subjects.

183.  And it has been reported to us authentically from Imim
Ja‘far al-Sadiq that when (Imam) Abd Hanifa visited him, Imam
al-Sadiq said: O Nu‘man, ivhat is it you .3? upon when there is no
explicit text from the Book of God or a report from the Prophet?
Abt Hanifa said: I apply the doctrine of ¢iyds (Deductive Reason-
ing) to the sources I possess. The Imam said: Surely, the first of
those that relied upon reasoning was Satan, and he fell into error!
When. God commanded him to prostrate himself before Adam,
Satan said: I am better than him. Thou crealedst me of fire; while him
Thou didst create of mud (7, 12). Satan held that fire as an element
was nobler than earth and this (reasoning) sent him to an everlasting
and painful torment,. .

.O Nu'min (Imim Aba Hanifa), which is the purer, semen or’
urine? Abd Hanila said: Semen. Imim Ja‘far al-Sidiq said: But
the Mighty and Glorious has decrced ablution after Ngn outflow of)

urine, but a ritual bath after (the extrusion of) semen. If the qucs-

tion were to be determined according to giyds, doubtlessly a bath
would have been prescribed after the exudation of urine.

.A..H,_:" Imam asked Abg Hanifa) : Which of the two is the greater
crime in the eyes of God, unlawful intercourse or murder? Abg
m..m.ps%p said: Murder. The Imim said: But God has decreed two
witnesses for murder and four for unlawful intercourse.  If the
decision were on the basis of giyds, four witnesses would have been
necessary for murder, since it is the graver offence.

Imim Ja'far: Which of the two is nobler in degree before God,
prayer or fasting? Abq Hanifa: Prayer. Imam Ja‘far: The Prophet
has laid down that it is obligatory on a menstruating woman to fast,

i
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but not to say her prayers. If (the decision of the Prophet) were
based on giyds, it would have been imperative for her to pray!

So, fear God, O Nu'min (said the Imim), and do not apply
deductive reasoning.  For, verily, we and you and those that oppose
us will stand before God, and: He will question us about our deci-
sions and about your decisions. We shall say: We relied on God
and His Messenger. And you and your companions will say: We
gave this opinion and applied deductive reasoning (to arrive at it),

- And God will do as He will with us and with you!

184, From Imim al-$adiq: One day the Imam said to (*Abd al-
‘Rahman) Ibn AbI Layla®: Do you judge between persons, O *Abd
al-Rahmin? I-A-Lsaid: Yes,-O son of the Messenger. The Imim:
Do you take property from A.wso person and give it to another?
Do you punish one person and 2cquit another? I-A-L: Yes. The
Imam: On what authority do you perform these duties? I-A-L: On
the authority of the Book of God. The Imam: Do you find all that
you need in the Book of God ? I-A-L: No. The Imdm: When you do
not discover (the appropriate rule) in the Koran, whence do you
obtain the rule? I-A-L: I take it from the Messenger of God. The

Imam: And do you get everything in the Koran and in (the tradi-
tions of) the Prophet? I-A-L: Whenever I am faced with a question
not found in the Book of God or the Practice of the Prophet, I rely
on (the rules laid down by) the Companions of the Prophet. The
Imam: From which of them jin particular do you derive (your
knowledge) ? 1-A-L: From Abd Bakr and ‘Umar and ‘Uthmin
and *Ali and Talha and Zubays; and then he enumerated the Com-
panions of the Messenger of Oom.. The Imiam: And do you find that
they are unanimous on the questions you rieed? I-A-L: No. The
Imam: And when they differ among themselves on whose opinion
do you rely? I-A-L: I base! my opinion on the view which
in my own judgement is the soundest. The Imam: Without caring
that you differ from the rest? I{A-L:No. The Imiam: And do you
then contradict (upon occasion) what comes to you from ‘Ali?
I-A-L: (Yes,) sometimes Idid go against ‘Alf’s dictum, giving
preference to that of others among them. ,

- The Imdm thereupon remained silent for a time, pensively. Then
he lifted up his head and said: O ‘Abd al-Rahmin, what will you
say on the Day of Resurrection when the Prophet will take you by

4% AbG Is3 Mubammad b, *Abd al-Rabmin ibn Abi Lay!i, judge, and Korane
reader, al-Nadim, Fifrist, Tr. Dodge, 69, 502, and 1035; AMishkat, Tr. Robson, II,
754, Schacht, Origins, discusses several of his decisions, see Index,
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the hand, and place you before God and say: O Lord, this man
heard a decision from me and yet contradicted jt! I-A-L: But how
did I go against the tradition of the Prophet, O Son of the Messenger

to you when he said to his companions: The best of Judges among
youis ‘Alr? I-A-L: Certainly. And the Imam said: Since you gave
Jjudgement contrary to the opinion of ‘All, have you not contra-
dicted the Messenger of God ? Whereupon a pallor came over the

face of Ibn Abi Layl and it became livid as a citron, and words
failed him for a reply. . :

185. Tt is reported ‘authentically from ‘Amr b, Udhaynat?, a
companion of Imiam al-Sadiq, who said: I visited ‘Abd al-Rahman
b. AbI Layla when he was a cadj of Kufa, I'said: I wish to ask you
* & question, may God guide you rightly! I was of tender years, so
he said; Ask, O cousin of mine, whatever you wish, s
‘Amr: Give me information concerning you and your brother
judges. A caseis brought before you regarding property, or (lega-
lity of) sexual intercourse, or offences concerning death, You decide
it by your own opinion, The same case arises before the cadj of
Mecca, and he decides it in a different manner, Then the case goes
successively before the cadis of Basra, of Yemen, and at Medina, and
all of them decide it contrary to the previous decision (at Mecca).
Later on all of you foregather at the court of your Caliph who
appointed you. Youinform him of the divergence in your decisions,
and he approves the judgements of each one of you. Now your God
is onc; your Prophet is one; and your religion is one. " If God has
ordered you to differ amongst yourselves, then you have indeed
obeyed His command; and if He has forbidden you to do 50, you
have disobeyed Him. Or else, you are associates of God in His
decision, wherein it is for vou to say and f{or Him to agree! Or,
possibly, God has revealed an imperfect religion, and has asked
your help for its completion. Or, perhaps, God has revealed a
perlect religion, but it was the Prophet who was imperfect in its
articulation. Or, what is it that you say?
I:A-L: From where do you come, young man?
‘Amr: I am a native of Basra,
I-A-L: From which tribe?
‘Amr: From the tribe of ‘Abd al-Qays.
I-A-L: From which family?

**Urnar (not ‘Amr?) b, Udhayna, Hilli, 59; Kashl, 215,

o s

|
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‘Amr:  Of the Ban! Udhayha.
I-A-L: And what is your relationship with *Abd al-Rafmin b.
Udhayna? :
‘Amr: He is my paternal grandfather. :
Thereupon Ibn Abt Layld welcomed me warmly and drew close

* to me and said: Young man, you have indeed asked questions in,

an angry manner; and being obstinate, you have fallen into
difficulties. But I shall inform you fully, if God so wills.

As for your question regarding differences in judgements, when
3 cause comes to us wherein a principle from the Book of God or the
Practice of the Prophet applies, we cannot go beyond the rules laid
down by them. Where however the matter involves a question not
contained in the Book or the mBomno, we deduce the rule by the
exercise of our own opinion, . , .

‘Amr: What you have doneiis a nullity! ._H..A.:. the Mighty and’
~ Glorious says: e have neglected nothing in the Book. (of Our decrees)
'(6, 38), and regarding this question God says: And We reveal the

Scripture unto thee as an exposition of all things (16, 89).

‘Seest thou not! Were a man to act in accordance with the
decree of God, and refrajn from that which is forbidden by Him,
what is it that remains for God to punish him for the faults of com-
mission or omission; and what, to requite him for his good works?

I-A-L: And how does God reward him for what God has not
commanded? and how does the Almighty punish him for what He
has not forbidden ? o

‘Amr: How do you decide a ¢ase by rules which are not to be
found in the Koran, or which are not established by the traditions
of the Prophet? o A

I.A-L: I shall inform you, O cousin, of a story related by some of
our companions. The hadith relates back to ‘Umar b, al-Khattab.
He decided a case between two persons. One of the people sitting

nearest to him said: Thou hast done well, O Commander of the -

Faithful! 'Umar thereupon reached for his whip and said:

May thy mother be deprived of thee! I swear by God, even *Umar
himself knows not whether he js right or wrong! This is only my
opinion after earnest consideration; so do not declare us free of
fault to our faces.

‘Amr: May I not (O *Abd al-Rahmin) relate a story to you?

I-A-L: And what is it? :

‘Amr: My father related from AbLUl-Qasim al-'Abdi®® who

$Unfortunately, not identified.
| , O

-
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related from Abban®, from ‘Al b. Abi Talib, who said: Judges are
of three kinds; two of them are lost and one is saved. Those that
perish are of two sorts, the one who errs intentionally, or the earnest
- secker who is mistaken. The one who is saved is the one who acts
in consonance with God’s command. This then is a confutation of
your story, O uncle mine!

I-A-L: By God, you are perfectly right, my cousin.
really assert that everything is to be found in the Book of God?

Amr: (Indeed not I, but) God Himself sayssol There is nothing
that is lawful, and nothing that is unlawful, and nothing that is
commanded, and nothing that is forbidden, but is to be found in
the Book'of God. He who knows it, knows it; and he who does not,
does not. And surely God has informed us about this matter to the
extent that is necessary for us.  How can it be that He has not told
us about our reliance on Him (and Him alone)?.

I-A-L: And how do you make this out?

. ‘Amr: By His Word:. Then fe began to Slnw his kands fer all that

ke had spent on it (18, 42).

I-A-L: From whom then does one obtain this knowledge?

‘Amr: Who, in your estimation, is this person?

I-A-L: Would that I knew him! For then I could wash his feet
and obtain knowledge and receive instruction from him.

‘Amr: I adjure thee by God! 'Know you not of a person who
when he asked something of the Prophet, the Prophet bestowed it
upon him; and when he remained silent about a question (for lack
of knowledge), the Prophet prompted the dnswer?

I-A-L: O yes, that was *Alf b. Ab1 Tilib, .

‘Amr: Do you know whether ‘Alf ever asked any one concerning
‘lawful and unlawful things after the death of the Prophet?

I-A-L: No. - ” . : : ,

- "Amr: Do you know that the people needed him and obtained
knowledge from him? o . .
I-A-L: Yes. L : D 3
" *Amr; Wherefore that knowledge was possessed by him!

I-A-L: But that is Past.  What now remains from *Alf to us?

‘Amr: That you should question his progeny, for it is they who
posscss that knowledge.

I-A-L: And how shall I find my way to them?

‘Amr: Listen! There was a group of people in a desert who had
guides with them, And the people fell upon them and slew some

$1For Abbin see 1. Khall., Tr. de Slane, IV, 438, 440,

.

But do you -

T Aeag
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of them, and the others escaped, and fled for fear of the people and
went into hiding. And the people had no one left to guide them.
And so the people lost their way in the desert and perished. Now,
what do you say about them (O *Abd al-Rahman) ?

I-A-L: (They shall be) in the Fire!

And a pallor came over the face of Ibn Abi Laylda. He had a
quince in his hand, and he hit the ground with it in front of him
and broke it into pieces, and said:

Verily we belong to God, and to Him do we return (2, 156).

186. And it is related authentically from some of the Pure Imams

that they said: (The Sunnite Imdm) Abii Hanifa once visited Imam

Jatfar al-Sadiq, the most excellent of blessings and salutations be

/- .upon him, and Imim al-§adiq came forward (to meet him) leaning

on a staff. Thereupon Abli Hanifa exclaimed: What is this

staff, O Abid ‘Abdi’l-lah? Surely you have not attained the age
" ‘requiring itl - . Lo P

The Imam said: Undoubtedly not! It is however the staff of the

o Messenger of God, and I desired to be blest with it Abii Hanifa

said: Indeed, had I known thatiit was the staff of the Prophet,
verily, I would have hastened to kiss it. ..

. The Imam said: Glory be to God! Then he bared his arm and
said: I swear by God, O Nu'min, youknow definitely that these are
some of the hair of the Messenger of God and part of his skin, and
yet you do not kiss them!- Abii Hanifa (immediately) stretched
himself to kiss his hand; but the Imim lengthened his sleeve, drew
away his hand and withdrew into his house. . .

- 187. 1t is related by some Shiité associates of Imim Ja'far al-

Sadiq that once he tarried with a circle of the followers of Abi

Hanifa while he was delivering a legal opinion (fatwd) and al-Sadiq |

said: What do you say nomma&sw. a man who pronounces three -

faldgs at one sitting when the wife was not ritually pure, or was

menstruating? = . ,

" Abi Hanifa: The faldg is effective. o e
A man asked: Is it not a fact that God has ordered taldq to be

effective (only) after ‘idda, and that the limits laid down by Him

should not be transgressed? And has not the Prophet made this
his Practice, confirmed the rule and insisted on it?

Abid Hanifa: Yes, but we say: This man has disobeyed his Lord
and contravened his Prophet, and (as a punishment) his wile is

divorced from him. w

| O
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The man said: Suppose a man were to appoint an agent to pro-
nounce faldg on two of his wives. The husband asks the agent to
divorce one of them according to the sunna, and the other according
to neology (bida). The agent contravencs the instructions of
the husband, and pronounces faldg on the woman who was
to be divorced according to the rule of bid‘a, by the rule of sunna,
and the woman to be divorced by the rule of sunna, by that of 4id ‘a,
(What is the effect?), .

Abi Hanifa: The divorce (of both the women) is void.

The man: But why? . .

Abi Hanifa: Because the agent has gone against his instructions,

The questioner-said: Thus it follows that where a man goes
against his specific instructions, his giving faldq is void; but where
4 man contravenes the command of God and His Messenger, the
divorce is valid!

Thereupon Abi Hanifa turned towards his companions and said;
This is a question posed by a r4fidi,%? and he was unable to reply.

188. And if we were to expatiate fully on the reports similar to
these, it would involve undue amplification. Nevertheless, Imam
al-Sadiq and his associates used to dispute with Abi Hanifa and
his companions from Iraq, since they were closer to the tenets of
Shiism.  For one thing, they drew their learning from the compa-
nions of *All when they were in Iraq. For another, the followers of
Imam Ja‘far al-§adiq hoped that the Hanafls would possibly come
back to their views.

As for Malik and his nonwEou.m, they had full knowledge of

Imim Ja'far al-Sadiq and his religious stand. Mailik enjoyed a
certain status in the state and thus Imam Ja‘far and his associates
were unable to hold disputations with them. Now Milik had
resided at Medina with the Imim, and he had recited (traditions)
to Malik; but did not refute Malik on any particular point even
when he turned away from Imim Ja'far. This was very painful

(to the Imam) on account of the estrangement between Milik and -

him. . g
We seek refuge from the Almighty for (the sin of) turning away
from His Plenipotentiarics. :

189, Tt has been reported from the Messenger of God that he said
God has not taken away knowledge from the people by snatching

Wate, W, Montgomery, * The Rifidites: a preliminary study,” Oriens, 16
(1963), 110-21. ’ ’
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it- from them. But He ma&auuwuo..i&mo by depriving the people
of the learned; for when the truly learned disappear, the people
elevate the ignorant ones as their leaders, Accordingly, such
ignoramuses are asked to give legal opinions and they do so without
possessing knowledge; thus do they go astray and misguide the
people. ,,

190. From ‘All. He said: Acquire knowledge before it disappears.

Hearken to me! I do pot say this way—and he pointed his hand

heavenwards—but it is possible that there is a learned man in a

tribe, and he dies, and his knowledge departs with him, When this

happens, the people take for their leaders the ignoramuses who give

legal opinions according to their own views and forsake the tradi-

tions. Thus do they go astray, and thus do they lead others to*
error. . When this happens, the community perishes.

191, From ‘Ali, on the authority of the Prophet who said:

He who gives legal opinions without knowledge, is cursed by the
angels of the heavens and the angels of the earth.

A country Arab asked Rabr‘a b. *Abd al-Rahman®s a question.

" Rabi'a replied and the man asked: If I act accordingly, is the

abIa remained silent for 2 while

and even when the question was repeated, he did not break his

silence. Imim al-§adiq, on hearing this incident, said: O country-

man, the responsibility is on his Head, whether he acknowledges it
4

ornot! ;

v
192. From Imim Mubammad al-Bagir. The angels of the heavens

and the earth, and the angels of mercy and tormen t, curse the man
who gives legal opinions iﬁro:nﬂ knowledge. The responsibility

for acting on such opinions lies mﬁﬁ.&w on him who gives the opi-

nion.

193. *Alf once'addressed the people and said: . .
And afterwards. When I speak, the responsibility lies on me.
. . )

Picty never dries up the harvest of 4 people; and it never desiccates

the hollow of the root of 2 free. He alone arrives at the truth ang

the good who has knowledge of his Noiu worth. And the limit of 2

nan’s ignorance is reached when he does not know his own worth,

Two sorts of men are most abhorrent to God: One is the man to
*%al-Nadim, Fikrist, Tr, Dodge, 501, ,w '
BF—5 - | « (i
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whom God has afforded the freedom to act, but deviates from the
straight path. He is enamoured of innovation. Excessive in his
zeal for fasting and prayer, he is the glittering temptation that
seduces people by (the semblance of) his piety. He goes astray from
the path of his predecessors, and he is the one who misguides those
that come after him. It is he that carries away others who, by his
sins, deviate from the true path,

The other is he who picks up the refuse (of true religion) from the
scum of society by his own ignorance, and incites the people towards
the darkness of rebellion. He is considered to be a man of learning,
but he has never devoted himself to it even for a single day. He
makes haste and increases in false learning—a particle whereof is
better than the bulk—until his mind is full of foul water; for he has
gathered without profit, and he sets himself up as a judge. He
guarantees the solution of questions that trouble others. Ifhe differs
from a former judge,.he is not to be trusted in his judgement. If
a real difficulty arises, he decides it by his own worthless opinion,

and affirms it with confidence, Heis entangled in doubts like unto -

a spider’s web, careless whether he is right 'or wrong. If he happens
to be right, he {cars that he is wrong; and if he fears that he is in the
wrong, he hopes that he is in the right. He fails to realize that
there may be true knowledge in what he disapproves, or that there
may be a path beyond his ken. When he deduces one thing from
another, he fails to see that he may be wrong. When a matter
appears to him to be doubtful, he hides it from those who possess
knowledge on account of his wilfulness, lest it may be said that
he is ignorant. Thercafter he boldly pronounces his decision.
Thus he is truly the key to darkness, the rider of doubts, reckless
in his ignorance. He fails to apologize for his lack of knowledge,
lest he may be forced to confess his error. He has not bitten into the
kernel of knnwledge by a tooth sharp enough to obtain a proper
share. :

He relates traditions like unto a scattering wind. His decisions
bring tears to the heirs (lit., inheritances) ; the blood that is shed
innocently cries out for help, Legal marriages are declared to be
adulterous; and adulterous unions, lawful. He is not worthy, by
God, to perform his duties, nor is he fit for the position he occupies.

O people! Behold the faults. of the mines of iniquity. You will
not be exoncrated from your ignorance of him to whom obedience
is duc—this is your bounden duty! .For verily, the knowledge
revealed to Adam and all those that possessed the distinction of

~ ... . our exposition there is attainment and ...Emmnmonow for those that

§193-195 TRUE KNOWLEDGE i1

being prophets, salutations to all of them, is to be found in Muham.
mad, the Seal of the Prophets, and in his progeny, the Saintly Ones.

(Think well) whither are you being led to wander, and what your
destination is!- .

194. From Imim al-Sadiq. He said:

He who seeks-knowledge to show off before the ‘ulamd’, or to dis-
pute with the stupid ones, or to turn the eyes of the people towards
himself, or vainly to obtain their leadership, let him prepare for
Hell as his final abode, Verily, authority befits none save him who
is worthy of it, - S 4 .

Had we not followed, the Path of brevity (in this discourse),
surely we would have filled tomes (on the subject). Nevertheless in

possess knowledge and acumen. . . _

< 195, . We have discussed already how the people fell into error by
- ‘their wilfulness and into doubt by their misdirection. We have

forbidden you to follow them or to acquire knowledge from them.

-~ We have demonstrated that their doctrines are based upon indivi-

&Ezovm:mosw:m mamsomxanommoa_.sﬁSEnrmunon8vo found in
the Book or the Practice, nor in an (authentic) report from the
Messenger of God, nor from an Imim descended from the Prophet,
obedience to whom is a compulsory obligation. We have furnished
an account of the Imims of the progeny of the Prophet, and how
God has constrained us to obey them, to acquire knowledge from
them, and to offer complete submission to their behests; and we
have also shown what obligations were imposed on themselves by
the Imams. Let this suffice as 2 proof and guidance!

All Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds; and the blessings of
God on His Messenger, our Master Muhammad, the Seal of the

WMM@#Q«. u:ao:"roHSwEwmomngmom?oS him the Saintly, the
e. _ .
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